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·In the red 
School facing 
budget shortfall 
for 2010-11 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

With a budget deficit of 
at least $850,000 looming 
in the 20 I 0-'11 school year, 
the administration has many 
decisio~s to make regarding 
spending, possible cuts, and 
budgeting. 

"We receive money from dif
ferent sources: property taxes, 
state funds," Supt. Lalo Ponce 
said. "As we know, the State 
of Illinois is in debt, and we 
will most likely not get all of 
the funds [that we should]." 

Rumors if H 1 JY 1 rampant, no ca es confirmed-yet 

Along with not receiving 
all of the money the school is 
due, the school will also have 
to deal with salary raises and 
rising health insurance costs, 
which, according to Ponce, 
are already uilt into the im
balance. 

By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

As flu season begins, so does 
confusion over the spread of 
the HlNl flu. 

"I know rumors are out 
there, but there are no cases 
in the school. We are much 
better than I had anticipated," 
said nurse Beth Jones. 

Jones has taken control of 
HlNl monitoring, sending 
daily reports to the local health 
department since school start
ed, detailing any illnesses for 
both students and staff. 

''On [Oct. 13], we had an ill 
rate of 1 percent, and an ab
sent rate of 8 percent for stu
dents altogether. This is very 
low," said Jones. "For any 
contagious disease, 10 percent 
ill rate is when we have to start 
taking more measures. We're 
good so far." 

Jones said that she has been 
receiving lots of e-mails and 
phone calls, and the school 
will post an informational let
ter on the website. 

~ Educare 

0 "No Educare" signs 
litter neighborhoods 

~ around Indian Knoll 

rn Elementary School. 
Read why a pro-z posed preschool is 
drawing heat--see 

~ NEWS, page 3. 

TIJ a student hasH 1 N 1 J they will be treated 
the same as if they had a seasonal flu. ' 

- Nurse Beth Jones 

If a student does think they 
have H 1 N 1 , they will have to 
undergo two tests for it to be 
confirmed. 

The first is a nasal test tak
en at the doctor's office. This 
will confirm if the student has 
a Type A influenza strand, 
which could be either HINI 
or the seasonal flu. The sec-

niques, and Jones has asked 
that teachers keep desks, light 
switches, and other objects 
utilized by students in their 
classrooms clean. 

"Besides monitoring the 
situation, we're asked to keep 
the areas reasonably clean. 
If we had a huge number of 
cases we would be asked to 

and test requires the results wipe down all hard, common
being sent to Georgia and ly used surfaces with bleach," 
confirmed by the Centers for said Jones. 
Disease Control and Preven- Concern was raised on Oct. 
tion. However, Jones said that 8, when 14-year-old Michelle 
no matter if the Type A test is Fable of Naperville Central 
HlNI or seasonal flu, it will died from what was first re-
be handled the same. ported as HINI flu. 

"[If a student has HINl] Although Fahle had the flu, 
they will be treated the same it was later proven that she 
as if they had seasonal flu. died because of an underly
They will get the same medi- ing, undiagnosed heart condi
cation, and stay home until tion that made her more sus-
they get better," said Jones. ceptible to illness. 

Currently, the school main- "For kids that have health 
tains its same cleaning tech- concerns, parents need to be 

more careful. But for the gen
eral population, they would 
realize that there was an un
derlying condition in this [Na
perville] case and most of the 
deaths related to HlNl," said 
Jones. 

If cases are confirmed, 
Jones wants students to know 
that the health department no 
longer recommends closing 
schools. 

"They're not seeing a· mu
tation like they feared when 
schools were closed initially. 
Now it's not recommended 
to close schools, because 
we haven't seen any radical 
change in HlNI ," said Jones. 
"If it started mutating, we'd 
have to start over at step one." 

If there was a mutation, 
which is highly unlikely, Jones 
believes closing school would 
not be a wise decision. 

"Kids congregate here, at 
malls, at churches; it would 
be nearly impossible to mini
mize the risk. It is not a viable 
option at this time to close 
schools," said Jones. 

Trick-or-Treat Bravery 
Walk the spooky trail, In honor of Breast Can-
visit a costume shop, cer Awareness Month, 
and learn about how we honor a breast cancer 
Halloween came survivor and her daughter, 
about without leav- and a son whose mother 
ing your chair-- see is struggling with terminal 
CENTER SPREAD, lung cancer -- see FEA-
pag·es 8-9. TURES, page 10. 

However, as of now, the 
school is not exactly sure how 
much over $850,000 t~e defi
cit will be. 

The possibility of elimi
nating programs is being dis
cussed with staff members, 
and the administration has 
not made any decisions yet. 

"We're in discussions right 
now, and everything has to be 
on the table," Principal Moses 
Cheng said. "We're still figur
ing everything out." · 

By November or December, 
Ponce believes that they will 
have made some defmite deci
sions. 

~~we haven't decided any
thing yet, but we want to decide 
soon," Cheng said. "We don't 
want to have to back track, so 
we're waiting until the num
bers are solid enough.'~ 

On Oct. 13, teachers met 
with Ponce to discuss their 
ideas for budget reductions. 

11We came up with about 100 
items," Teachers' Association 
president Brandon Fantozzi 

See Budget, page 4 

Strong Season 
Altho~gh girls volley
ball has fallen short 
of reaching the DVC 
championship, their 
fight towards achiev-
ing regionals suc-
cess rages on --see 
SPORTS, page 16. 
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A little bit of magic 
By Megan Tennis 
Entertai•ment Editor 

The musical "Little Shop 
of Horrors" is bringing horror 
and a little magic to school in 
November. 

"Little Shop of Horrors" is 
based on an old horror movie 
about a venus flytrap that eats 
people and shows America in 
a much simpler time. 

The musical is set on the 
east side of New York in a 
florist shop. 

The cast includes seniors 
Chelsea Ross, Tom Sanders, 
and Brad Cole; juniors Na
dia Pelletier, Danielle Pacel
li, Emma Roberts, and Jeff 
Pierpoint; sophomore Noah 
Strayve; and freshman Josh 

Brown. 
Directors Mary Hafertepe 

and Brandon Fantozzi want
ed to do a musical in place of 
a play this year because Ha
fertepe is retiring in June. 

"I'm not thinking about 
it being my last year. I will 
when I get to the spring show. 
Working on the show just 
seems like always," said Ha
fertepe about her retirement. 

The musical has a cast of 
nine actors, the smallest cast 
Hafertepe has faced in a mu
sical. 

"It's a really small cast so 
you have to support yourself. 
Everybody has something to 
do so it's really exciting," said 
Pacelli. 

Funny, energetic, and 

What's Happening? 
Exploring career options 

By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Career Exploration Day 
gives students a chance to 
discover what they want to 
do in life, from a pediatrician 
to a radio broadcaster. 

Fifty-seven students are 
signed up to attend Career 
Exploration Day on Nov. 6. 
Students shadow a person 
in the career field they are 
interested in. 

"This is a beneftcial 
activitiy for 
said Peggy 

students," 
Peach, 

training cooperative work 

coordinator. Students have 
the opportunity to explore 
careers or majors that they 
might be interested in. 

Students will shadow 
at different places such 
as hospitals and with the 
S.WA.T. team. 

"Students shadowing [the 
S. WA.T. team] take a tour 
of the FBI building and talk 
with the agents about what 
they do," said Peach. 

A committee made up of 
local business leaders and 
parents is responsible for 
finding professionals for the 
students to shadow. 

Developing leadership 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

Over SO students with 
skills from the culinary arts 
to graphic design joined 
SkillsUSA, a club in which 
students prepare for careers 
in technical, trade, and 
skilled service occupations. 

Soon officers will be head
ing to the annual Fall Lead
ership Development Confer
ence. The conference is held 
in Bolingbrook from Nov. 

6-7 and emphasizes leader
ship, motivational, and em
ployability skills activities. 

Conferenoe participants 
include local officers and 
some of the lead students. 

"Those that are interested 
in running for state offioer 
have the first choice," said 
adviser Patty Kozlowski on 
how students are chosen to 
attend the conference. 

Officers include seniors 
Angela Gentile, Kevin Szul, 
and junior Mayuri Parmar. 

Rhythm in their soles 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Ed~or 

With a clap, a stomp, and 
a shout, the steppers team 
is headed to a "Step Clinic" 
on Nov. 14 where they will 
learn from professionals and 
watch other schools. 

"Steppers is a dance team 
that does rhythmic, syn
chronized stepping and 
clapping," coach Amanda 
Cordes said. 

Fifty-five students attend
ed the tryouts, and only nine 
made the team, adding to the 
eight returning members. 

Cordes would like to have 
a bigger team or JV squad, 
but she is the only coach and 
cannot coach more than one 
team herself. 

"Hopefully we have ev
erything good, and are in
vited to more competitions," 
sophomore captain Ariel Be
rumen said. 

touching is how Hafertepe 
described the musical. She 
also commented on how bi
zarre the musical is. 

"I love how it's a show that 
also has a dark side," said Ha
fertepe. 

She expects enthusiasm, 
laughter, and appreciation 
from the audience. 

Pacelli thinks the audience 
will be surprised because the 
show is so different. 

"I've never played a charac
ter like this before and you re
ally have to step out of your
self," said Pacelli. 

The Thespians and Hafer
tepe hope to bring their pro
duction to TheatreFest, a fes
tival of 4,000 students from 
around the area. 

by Megan i 
Juniors (from left) Danielle Pacelli, Emma Roberts, and Na
dia Pelletier rehearse for the first fall musical. 

TheatreFest is nonstop the- linois State University.· If the 
ater involving classes, work- school is invited, the whole 
shops, and performances musical is performed. 
from other schools. Adult tickets are $5 and 

It's held over three days student tickets are $3. "Little 
and alternates between the Shop of Horrors" plays Nov. 
University of Illinois and II- 12-14 at 7:30p.m. 

Showcasing talent 
for national cause 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

From Irish dancing to pi
ano to school bands, the an
nual variety show is full of 
talent and ready to showcase 
it for a cause. 

Future Business Leaders 
of America (FBLA) is again 

getting ready for their variety 
show, which they use to raise 
money for a not-for-profit or
ganization, March of Dimes. 
March of Dimes provides 
medical and social services 
for children and pregnant 
women. 

"We chose to support it be
cause as a national organiza-

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 
Junior Joe Wals tries out for the annual variety show for the 
second consecutive year. He plays piano, harmonica, and 
sings "Piano Man" for his audition. 

tion," FBLA adviser Maria 
Wirth said. 

Every year, the school 
chapter of FBLA votes on a 
theme for the show, and this 
year, the theme is "Under the 
Sea." 

"We incorporate the theme 
with the emcees and how 
they announce the· acts," 
Wirth said. 

The variety show, which 
began in the '80s, is on Nov. 
19. The4p.m. show will cost 
$2, and the 7 p.m. show will 
cost $3. 

"It's a lot of fun," Wirth 
said. "I was in theater and 
choir as a kid, and enjoy the 
whole onstage aspect· of the 
show. It provides a great 
place for kids to show their 
talents." 

Junior Joe Wais tried out 
for the variety show for the 
second consecutive year, 
again playing piano and sing
ing, but this time adding the 
harmonica. 

Wais, who played ... Piano 
Man" for his audition picked 
the song mainly for the rea
son that he liked it. 

Junior Darryl Thomas 
break-danced for his audi
tion to "a mix that ended with 
"Boom, Boom, Pow" by the 
Black Eyed Peas. 

"When I was little I would 
dance around all goofy, but it 
just comes naturally to me," 
Thomas said. "Break-danc
ing is fun and one of my fa
vorite things to do." 

Members of FBLA judge 
the auditions to determine 
whether acts make it to the 
show. 
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Moving towards success 
New all-dqy preschool aims to provide 
better opportunities for high-risk children 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

With low Adequate Yearly 
Progress scores in District 33, 
the hope is that the newest 
Educare facility will make all 
the difference. 

Educare is an all-day pre
school program for low-in
come children, where others 
in the district are only a half 
day. 

"Our preschool program 
is a half-day program," said 
director of community rela
tions Becky Koltz. "So this 
program is twice as long, and 
twice as expensive. We wish 
we could do something like 
this within the district but we 
would not be able to afford 
it. Jl 

Children identified as being 
in a high-risk category will at
tend the Educare center that 
is in partnership with District 
33. 

"Educare will only serve 
the neediest families in Dis
trict 33," said Koltz. "The 
ftrst criterion to being accept
ed is family income. It has 
nothing to do with how much 
time a family has to educate 
their children if they're mak
ing $90,000 a year." 

The goal of Educare is to 

ultimately prepare students 
for kindergarten and elemen
tary schools, where they will 
be introduced to standard
ized testing beginning in 3rd 
grade. 

"[Educare] equalizes the 
playing field for families 
where parents may be work
ing two to three jobs or may 
be in poverty," said Koltz. 
"Those children may not 
have been able to learn the es
sentials for kindergarten like 
some other children. Without 
a doubt it will help with test
ingandAYP." 

This center is one of I 0 
centers, and the ftrst ever bi
lingual center and the ftrst 
center in a suburban setting. 

The district's responsibili
ties as a partner include pro
viding land and maintaining 
the building after it is built, 
but everything else is up to 
Educare. 

"There will be no bus
ing for these students," said 
Koltz, ·~so parents will need 
to drive them to the center 
themselves. This is not a pub
lic school, so we do not need 
to provide the buses and tax
payers are not paying for the 
cost of building the facility. 
There are a number of pri
vate organizations donating 

to make thi~ happen." 
The center itself will cost 

around $8 million, but fami
lies will have to pay a small 
fee in order to participate in 
the program. 

The Educare program is 
being covered by state and 
federal grants. 

Because of the many poten
tial benefits for the students, 
many believe the Educare 
center to be nothing short of 
a gift to District 33. 

"This is a $10 million gift 
to help our kids succeed at 
school," said Koltz. "Ulti
mately it will make a differ
ence in our student achieve
ment." 

Others, such as the High 
Lake residents in the area 
surrounding Indian Knoll, 
do not see the program as op
timistically. 

At a District 33 Board of 
Education meeting, residents 
said they wanted the center 
to be located in the neighbor
hoods of the students who 
would be attending it. 

Other issues, such as traffic, 
plumbing, storm water, and 
wetlands were also brought 
up, and another town hall 
meeting will be held to dis
cuss concerns. 

The center should be fin
ished in 2011, ready for stu
dents to begin their journey, 
hopefully helping out test 
scores in the process. 

Wucka 
Economics teacher Donald Zabelin has won many awards, 
Including his latest, the Econ Illinois Star in the Classroom. 

Economic triumph 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

After last year's success in 
many economic challenges, 
business teacher Donald 
Zabelin is being honored as 
Econ Illinois's Star in the 
Classroom. 

"This award did surprise 
me because after all the rec
ognition I received last year, 
you don't expect to get an
other award again," said Za
belin. 

Zabelin will be honored at 
a lunch on Tuesday for his 
success in teaching Econ Il
linois programs. 

"All of Econ Illinois pro
grams do marvelous jobs 
teaching business concepts, 
and my students were very 
successful with them," said 
Zabelin. 

Steven Romanelli, '09, 
won the Invest Write chal
lenge, writing the best essay 
in Illinois. 

The 2009 school year was 
the first year the school has 
participated in this particular 
challenge. 

Also, after winning the Il
linois Capitol Challenge, 
the team and Zabelin were 
honored on the floor of the 
Illinois House of Representa
tives. 

"These students worked 
very hard to be competitive, 
and usually a linle bit of luck 
comes our way. Last year a 
lot of luck went our way," 
said Zabelin. 

Being Zabelin's last year 
after a 33 year career at West 
Chicago, he hopes to leave a 
legacy of energizing students 
about business education and 

Last year Zabelin's students competitions. 
won six awards: two stock "Maybe my legacy will be 
market championships, the that I can get students excit
IIlinois Capitol Challenge, In- ed about competing, which 
vest Write Challenge, Illinois in turn made them more 
Personal Finance Challenge, knowledgeable on a variety 
and the LifeSmarts competi- of subjects," said Zabelin. "I 
tion. like giving students the basic 

-~. · '- ""' - · - ' "I bring them there, teach foundation of knowledge so L _ _:. ________________ ___.:;,__.-.... ___ F;h,;i;;b,;-M.~ili;.;i~ h h t h · but they they can have a good quality 
-·~ ~ --~ .. ·-

Photo by Megan Hernbroth t em t e ec mques, 

d am is facing much opposition from the High Lake residents. Indian are the ones that have to de- of life from a financial stand-
The new E ucare progr . 1. , ·d z b r point " 
Knoll Road is filled with signs opposing the program. tver, sat a e m. · 

Small efforts can make a difference 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

The contents of a care 
package include more than 
just common necessities; they 
provide the feelings of appre
ciation and love. 

In honor of Veterans Day, 
the community leadership 
classes have organized WeGo 
Care Packs, which provides 
care packages for soldiers 
serving overseas. The care 
packs will be received some
time around the winter holi
days. 

"This is the second year we 
are doing the care packs. Last 

year we sent out about 50 care 
packs and received thank you 
letters and notes in return," 
said community leadership 
teacher Mary Ellen Daneels. 

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6791 and the com
munity leadership class put 
together a list of suggested 
items such as homemade 
cookies, books, socks, and 
old magazines. 

The items will be put in a 
flat-rate box from the post of
fice and the community lead
e~ship classes are asking local 
businesses to pay for the post
age. Advisory classes can put 
together a WeGo Care Pack 

using the list as a guideline. 
Care packs hit close to 

home, affecting staff and stu-

dents alike. 
"My son Dan, who was a 

2003 graduate, was in 

Photo illustration by Alexis Hosticka 
Students will have the opportunity to make care packs for 
soldiers in advisory. 

Iraq and recetved a care pack. 
He was very excited to get a 
box from the high school he 
went to, it was very ·special 
to him. It was the ftrst box 
he received when he went to 
Iraq," said LRC clerk Susan 
Callahan. 

Even something as small as 
a care pack can make a huge 
difference. 

"The freedoms that we 
enjoy here in the US are di
rectly related to the service of 
the men and women serving 
overseas, and it's important 
to support them, especially 
during the holidays," said 
Daneels. 
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A little bit of magic 
By Megan Tennis 
Entertai•ment Editor 

The musical "Little Shop 
of Horrors" is bringing horror 
and a little magic to school in 
November. 

"Little Shop of Horrors" is 
based on an old horror movie 
about a venus flytrap that eats 
people and shows America in 
a much simpler time. 

The musical is set on the 
east side of New York in a 
florist shop. 

The cast includes seniors 
Chelsea Ross, Tom Sanders, 
and Brad Cole; juniors Na
dia Pelletier, Danielle Pacel
li, Emma Roberts, and Jeff 
Pierpoint; sophomore Noah 
Strayve; and freshman Josh 

Brown. 
Directors Mary Hafertepe 

and Brandon Fantozzi want
ed to do a musical in place of 
a play this year because Ha
fertepe is retiring in June. 

"I'm not thinking about 
it being my last year. I will 
when I get to the spring show. 
Working on the show just 
seems like always," said Ha
fertepe about her retirement. 

The musical has a cast of 
nine actors, the smallest cast 
Hafertepe has faced in a mu
sical. 

"It's a really small cast so 
you have to support yourself. 
Everybody has something to 
do so it's really exciting," said 
Pacelli. 

Funny, energetic, and 

What's Happening? 
Exploring career options 

By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Career Exploration Day 
gives students a chance to 
discover what they want to 
do in life, from a pediatrician 
to a radio broadcaster. 

Fifty-seven students are 
signed up to attend Career 
Exploration Day on Nov. 6. 
Students shadow a person 
in the career field they are 
interested in. 

"This is a beneftcial 
activitiy for 
said Peggy 

students," 
Peach, 

training cooperative work 

coordinator. Students have 
the opportunity to explore 
careers or majors that they 
might be interested in. 

Students will shadow 
at different places such 
as hospitals and with the 
S.WA.T. team. 

"Students shadowing [the 
S. WA.T. team] take a tour 
of the FBI building and talk 
with the agents about what 
they do," said Peach. 

A committee made up of 
local business leaders and 
parents is responsible for 
finding professionals for the 
students to shadow. 

Developing leadership 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

Over SO students with 
skills from the culinary arts 
to graphic design joined 
SkillsUSA, a club in which 
students prepare for careers 
in technical, trade, and 
skilled service occupations. 

Soon officers will be head
ing to the annual Fall Lead
ership Development Confer
ence. The conference is held 
in Bolingbrook from Nov. 

6-7 and emphasizes leader
ship, motivational, and em
ployability skills activities. 

Conferenoe participants 
include local officers and 
some of the lead students. 

"Those that are interested 
in running for state offioer 
have the first choice," said 
adviser Patty Kozlowski on 
how students are chosen to 
attend the conference. 

Officers include seniors 
Angela Gentile, Kevin Szul, 
and junior Mayuri Parmar. 

Rhythm in their soles 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Ed~or 

With a clap, a stomp, and 
a shout, the steppers team 
is headed to a "Step Clinic" 
on Nov. 14 where they will 
learn from professionals and 
watch other schools. 

"Steppers is a dance team 
that does rhythmic, syn
chronized stepping and 
clapping," coach Amanda 
Cordes said. 

Fifty-five students attend
ed the tryouts, and only nine 
made the team, adding to the 
eight returning members. 

Cordes would like to have 
a bigger team or JV squad, 
but she is the only coach and 
cannot coach more than one 
team herself. 

"Hopefully we have ev
erything good, and are in
vited to more competitions," 
sophomore captain Ariel Be
rumen said. 

touching is how Hafertepe 
described the musical. She 
also commented on how bi
zarre the musical is. 

"I love how it's a show that 
also has a dark side," said Ha
fertepe. 

She expects enthusiasm, 
laughter, and appreciation 
from the audience. 

Pacelli thinks the audience 
will be surprised because the 
show is so different. 

"I've never played a charac
ter like this before and you re
ally have to step out of your
self," said Pacelli. 

The Thespians and Hafer
tepe hope to bring their pro
duction to TheatreFest, a fes
tival of 4,000 students from 
around the area. 

by Megan i 
Juniors (from left) Danielle Pacelli, Emma Roberts, and Na
dia Pelletier rehearse for the first fall musical. 

TheatreFest is nonstop the- linois State University.· If the 
ater involving classes, work- school is invited, the whole 
shops, and performances musical is performed. 
from other schools. Adult tickets are $5 and 

It's held over three days student tickets are $3. "Little 
and alternates between the Shop of Horrors" plays Nov. 
University of Illinois and II- 12-14 at 7:30p.m. 

Showcasing talent 
for national cause 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

From Irish dancing to pi
ano to school bands, the an
nual variety show is full of 
talent and ready to showcase 
it for a cause. 

Future Business Leaders 
of America (FBLA) is again 

getting ready for their variety 
show, which they use to raise 
money for a not-for-profit or
ganization, March of Dimes. 
March of Dimes provides 
medical and social services 
for children and pregnant 
women. 

"We chose to support it be
cause as a national organiza-

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 
Junior Joe Wals tries out for the annual variety show for the 
second consecutive year. He plays piano, harmonica, and 
sings "Piano Man" for his audition. 

tion," FBLA adviser Maria 
Wirth said. 

Every year, the school 
chapter of FBLA votes on a 
theme for the show, and this 
year, the theme is "Under the 
Sea." 

"We incorporate the theme 
with the emcees and how 
they announce the· acts," 
Wirth said. 

The variety show, which 
began in the '80s, is on Nov. 
19. The4p.m. show will cost 
$2, and the 7 p.m. show will 
cost $3. 

"It's a lot of fun," Wirth 
said. "I was in theater and 
choir as a kid, and enjoy the 
whole onstage aspect· of the 
show. It provides a great 
place for kids to show their 
talents." 

Junior Joe Wais tried out 
for the variety show for the 
second consecutive year, 
again playing piano and sing
ing, but this time adding the 
harmonica. 

Wais, who played ... Piano 
Man" for his audition picked 
the song mainly for the rea
son that he liked it. 

Junior Darryl Thomas 
break-danced for his audi
tion to "a mix that ended with 
"Boom, Boom, Pow" by the 
Black Eyed Peas. 

"When I was little I would 
dance around all goofy, but it 
just comes naturally to me," 
Thomas said. "Break-danc
ing is fun and one of my fa
vorite things to do." 

Members of FBLA judge 
the auditions to determine 
whether acts make it to the 
show. 
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Moving towards success 
New all-dqy preschool aims to provide 
better opportunities for high-risk children 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

With low Adequate Yearly 
Progress scores in District 33, 
the hope is that the newest 
Educare facility will make all 
the difference. 

Educare is an all-day pre
school program for low-in
come children, where others 
in the district are only a half 
day. 

"Our preschool program 
is a half-day program," said 
director of community rela
tions Becky Koltz. "So this 
program is twice as long, and 
twice as expensive. We wish 
we could do something like 
this within the district but we 
would not be able to afford 
it. Jl 

Children identified as being 
in a high-risk category will at
tend the Educare center that 
is in partnership with District 
33. 

"Educare will only serve 
the neediest families in Dis
trict 33," said Koltz. "The 
ftrst criterion to being accept
ed is family income. It has 
nothing to do with how much 
time a family has to educate 
their children if they're mak
ing $90,000 a year." 

The goal of Educare is to 

ultimately prepare students 
for kindergarten and elemen
tary schools, where they will 
be introduced to standard
ized testing beginning in 3rd 
grade. 

"[Educare] equalizes the 
playing field for families 
where parents may be work
ing two to three jobs or may 
be in poverty," said Koltz. 
"Those children may not 
have been able to learn the es
sentials for kindergarten like 
some other children. Without 
a doubt it will help with test
ingandAYP." 

This center is one of I 0 
centers, and the ftrst ever bi
lingual center and the ftrst 
center in a suburban setting. 

The district's responsibili
ties as a partner include pro
viding land and maintaining 
the building after it is built, 
but everything else is up to 
Educare. 

"There will be no bus
ing for these students," said 
Koltz, ·~so parents will need 
to drive them to the center 
themselves. This is not a pub
lic school, so we do not need 
to provide the buses and tax
payers are not paying for the 
cost of building the facility. 
There are a number of pri
vate organizations donating 

to make thi~ happen." 
The center itself will cost 

around $8 million, but fami
lies will have to pay a small 
fee in order to participate in 
the program. 

The Educare program is 
being covered by state and 
federal grants. 

Because of the many poten
tial benefits for the students, 
many believe the Educare 
center to be nothing short of 
a gift to District 33. 

"This is a $10 million gift 
to help our kids succeed at 
school," said Koltz. "Ulti
mately it will make a differ
ence in our student achieve
ment." 

Others, such as the High 
Lake residents in the area 
surrounding Indian Knoll, 
do not see the program as op
timistically. 

At a District 33 Board of 
Education meeting, residents 
said they wanted the center 
to be located in the neighbor
hoods of the students who 
would be attending it. 

Other issues, such as traffic, 
plumbing, storm water, and 
wetlands were also brought 
up, and another town hall 
meeting will be held to dis
cuss concerns. 

The center should be fin
ished in 2011, ready for stu
dents to begin their journey, 
hopefully helping out test 
scores in the process. 

Wucka 
Economics teacher Donald Zabelin has won many awards, 
Including his latest, the Econ Illinois Star in the Classroom. 

Economic triumph 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

After last year's success in 
many economic challenges, 
business teacher Donald 
Zabelin is being honored as 
Econ Illinois's Star in the 
Classroom. 

"This award did surprise 
me because after all the rec
ognition I received last year, 
you don't expect to get an
other award again," said Za
belin. 

Zabelin will be honored at 
a lunch on Tuesday for his 
success in teaching Econ Il
linois programs. 

"All of Econ Illinois pro
grams do marvelous jobs 
teaching business concepts, 
and my students were very 
successful with them," said 
Zabelin. 

Steven Romanelli, '09, 
won the Invest Write chal
lenge, writing the best essay 
in Illinois. 

The 2009 school year was 
the first year the school has 
participated in this particular 
challenge. 

Also, after winning the Il
linois Capitol Challenge, 
the team and Zabelin were 
honored on the floor of the 
Illinois House of Representa
tives. 

"These students worked 
very hard to be competitive, 
and usually a linle bit of luck 
comes our way. Last year a 
lot of luck went our way," 
said Zabelin. 

Being Zabelin's last year 
after a 33 year career at West 
Chicago, he hopes to leave a 
legacy of energizing students 
about business education and 

Last year Zabelin's students competitions. 
won six awards: two stock "Maybe my legacy will be 
market championships, the that I can get students excit
IIlinois Capitol Challenge, In- ed about competing, which 
vest Write Challenge, Illinois in turn made them more 
Personal Finance Challenge, knowledgeable on a variety 
and the LifeSmarts competi- of subjects," said Zabelin. "I 
tion. like giving students the basic 

-~. · '- ""' - · - ' "I bring them there, teach foundation of knowledge so L _ _:. ________________ ___.:;,__.-.... ___ F;h,;i;;b,;-M.~ili;.;i~ h h t h · but they they can have a good quality 
-·~ ~ --~ .. ·-
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d am is facing much opposition from the High Lake residents. Indian are the ones that have to de- of life from a financial stand-
The new E ucare progr . 1. , ·d z b r point " 
Knoll Road is filled with signs opposing the program. tver, sat a e m. · 

Small efforts can make a difference 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

The contents of a care 
package include more than 
just common necessities; they 
provide the feelings of appre
ciation and love. 

In honor of Veterans Day, 
the community leadership 
classes have organized WeGo 
Care Packs, which provides 
care packages for soldiers 
serving overseas. The care 
packs will be received some
time around the winter holi
days. 

"This is the second year we 
are doing the care packs. Last 

year we sent out about 50 care 
packs and received thank you 
letters and notes in return," 
said community leadership 
teacher Mary Ellen Daneels. 

The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6791 and the com
munity leadership class put 
together a list of suggested 
items such as homemade 
cookies, books, socks, and 
old magazines. 

The items will be put in a 
flat-rate box from the post of
fice and the community lead
e~ship classes are asking local 
businesses to pay for the post
age. Advisory classes can put 
together a WeGo Care Pack 

using the list as a guideline. 
Care packs hit close to 

home, affecting staff and stu-

dents alike. 
"My son Dan, who was a 

2003 graduate, was in 

Photo illustration by Alexis Hosticka 
Students will have the opportunity to make care packs for 
soldiers in advisory. 

Iraq and recetved a care pack. 
He was very excited to get a 
box from the high school he 
went to, it was very ·special 
to him. It was the ftrst box 
he received when he went to 
Iraq," said LRC clerk Susan 
Callahan. 

Even something as small as 
a care pack can make a huge 
difference. 

"The freedoms that we 
enjoy here in the US are di
rectly related to the service of 
the men and women serving 
overseas, and it's important 
to support them, especially 
during the holidays," said 
Daneels. 
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Budget: 
deficit near 
$1 million 
Continued from page 1 
said. "The ideas were all gen
erated with students in mind, 
and without losing teachers." 

One of the fundamental 
ideas that the Association 
would like to get across is 
that they don't want any one 
section of the school to be hit 
harder than the others. 

"If reduction needs to hap
pen, we should "spread it to 
all facets of the school," Fan
tozzi said. 

The school currently has 
a fund from property that 
was sold, known as the High 
Lake Fund. In this fund, the 
school has over $6.5 million, 
but it is only used on capital 
improvements. 

The $6.5 million is used 
as a nest egg from which the 
school can collect interest an 
its use is controlled by the 
Board of Education. 

"Sometimes you don't see 
[the improvements], but they 
have an impact," Ponce said. 

The board could choose to 
use the money for other pur
poses. 
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District 33 fails to meet AYP 
Similar to high schoo~ elementary 
schools fall short of state standards 
By Megan Hernbroth _. .-"these scho~!§ were gWen ~e 
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with four out if six eleftten-.' 8The 
tary schools faiting AYP. students 

With more J&eit;e110pula- , ~.ch~1~matches 
tions than other:,11is~cts, ~- ~ill?. pur 
trict 33 empha~es the facf '\Thex said 
that if one sub&tt>up of stu- of stu~ents 
dents fails, the e,wite scho6'1 ,jtntage of this, 
is labeled as failin,!t 1 • · perceQ.!~did." 

"Overall, stu~n~ ... are \n order to get to 
learning, teachers~~ teach- • schoolS, students take 
ing, and schools are passi~ origmal t bus to their home 
the tests," said ~ctor of ' school \vhere another bus is 
community relatiom Becky wafti,ng 1to take the students 
Koltz. "We are worC'ng hljii to the new schools. 
to get this across to p:ai-ehts in 4 "It 1 would have been ex
the district." -: 7 tre~ly e)\¢nslve to pick ev-

Students are grmJll'id by ,..ery student up at therr home . ' 
ethnicity a,nd bac~ound andt btls them to their new 
into 20 groups, and there a're ;chool," said. Koltz. "'Jhe 
SO categories, called ceiis, . in w~ we are doing it is no 
which a subgroup can tai.L problem." , 

Because Gary, Turne¢ur- Wi~ another testing sea-
rier, and Pioneer eleme!J.tarY son loojling ahead, district 
schools failed AYP two years officials are concentrating 
in a row, students attenaing more on stabilizing the core 

curriculum throughout Dis- the officials have been doing 
trict 33 instead of concentrat- for the past two years. 
ing on individual teach:rs;. ,,.... , fn additi_on to the plan, 

"If you think abolit"h,t):Ve. . school chmce will be avatl
have six elementary schools able again and the district 
that each ha~ three third grade will have to provide supple
'il"~i!>_5ii," said Koltz. "Ifeach '.111ental services unrelated to 

tt!acher teaches a the school for all students. 
that is I 8 differ- -..We vtowd have to hire 
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ling taught, yet they are tested< ,stime kiJ!d .of tutor to help 
!fle 1,sarne. We \are makin~ . out," said Koltz. "But we are 
sun! items that will be· on the riot allowed to use our teach

taught before the test, ers for it." 
h,.., • .,\.,p that was ~ot happen- 1 1 Koltz believes the risk fac-

~me cases."~ tbrs for students have in-

students are learning) teachers 
teaching) and schools are passing the 

tests' 

Koltz, District 33 director of 
co.mn~ur1itv relations 

AYP's ' passing 
rate from last year to this year 
jumped from 70 percent to 
77 peroent, putting schools at 
more risk than before. 

If the same schools do not 
pass AYP next year, the dis
trict has to ftle a schpol im
provement plan, something 

creased, including students 
that go without breakfast in 
the morning. 

"It's hard to reaUy learn 
without breakfast in the 
morning," said Koltz. "It'd 
be interesting to see our 
trends along the high school's 
trends." 

J'lew opportunities 
to become involved 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Special Olympics Illinois 
is corning this way, giving 
special education students 
new opportunities to be
come involved in basketball 
and track and field teams. 

"It's a chance for the stu
dents to compete, to become 
part of a team," coordinator 
Gavin Engel said. "Some
thing like this can go a long 
way with [the students]. It 
gives them an opportunity 
they wouldn't normally 
have." 

Beginning in November, 
special education students in 
the Developmental Learn
ing Program can join the 
co-ed basketball team which 
will practice onoe a week 
and will have six games and 
a tournament. 

Depending on how well 
the team does, they can also 
advanoe to a statewide tour
nament in Peoria. 

The basketball season, 
which ends in January, will 
be followed by a track and 
field season that will go until 
the end of April. 

Due to budget problems, 

the school is not funding the 
program. Different organi
zations have donated money 
and are sponsoring the pro
gram. 

"We have a lot of support 
from the mayor and com
munity," Engel said. "A lot 
of people have pledged their 
support." 

Student volunteers have 
already been established, 
so Engel is not looking for 
more. Scienoe teacher Krys
ta Schoenbeck will coach the 
basketball program and spe
cial education teacher John 
Parker will coach track-and 
-field. 

"This is a great oppor
tunity for our students to 
participate, volunteer, or at
tend the game," Engel said. 
"We'd really appreciate it if 
the students could come to 
the home games and cheer 
us on, that would be great." 

Engel hopes to expand 
the program in the future to 
include other sports and po
tentially the feeder schools. 
. "HopefuUy this program 

will be a success," Engel 
said. "Students can help 
by just giving the athletes a 
high-five in the hallway." 

Wildcat Chronicle archive photo 
Senigr Matt Matson gives blood at last fall's Key Club sponsored blood drive. Students will 
again have the opportunity to help their advisories win ice cream and pizza. 

Giving back a pint at a time 
Yasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

In November, students will 
be able to give back by donat
ing blood. 

The blood drive sponsored 
by Key Club will be held in 
the small gym on Nov. I 3. 

Students must be at least I 6 
or older and those who are 16 
must have a parent's consent. 

Students must also meet 
the blood bank's strict re
quirements in order to ensure 
that the blood is safe. Donors 
can not have illnesses or trav
eled recently. 

According to Ward Rau, 
Key Club adviser, the smaU 
donation can make a huge 
impact. 

"[It can help] people who 
need blood because they had 
surgery or people who are get
ting various kinds of cancer 
treatments who need blood 
transfusions," said Rau. 

Rau feels that the good 
that students can do through 
the blood drive will also help 
themselves in the long run. 

"It's a good practice for 
people to do but it takes a 
commitment for people to 
choose to do it. If kids get into 

' the pattern of donating blood 
and they realize it doesn't 
hurt or affect them that badly, 
they will be willing to do it 
continually throughout their 
lives," Rau said. 

Refreshments will be pro
vided for all donors. 

The blood drive will run 
from 7:30a.m. to 2:30p.m. 

Students can sign. up in 
commons or in advisory until 
Oct. 30. 

Key Club will be giving 
away ice cream and pizza as 
prizes to advisories that have 
the highest percentage of par
ticipation. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Hobby 
leads to 
success 
Yasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

Sewing doesn't just get you 
a piece of clothing anymore. 

News 

For junior Mayuri Parmar, 
what began as a simple mem
bership into SkillsUSA for 
her craft in sewing freshman 
year lead to her earning a 
grant for national leadership 
training in Washington, D.C. 

Photo courtesy of Patti Kozlowski 
Junior Mayuri Parmar, pictured second from left, traveled 
to Washington D.C. as part of SkillsUSA with adviser Patti 
Kozlowski , pictured third from left. 

Parmar, who is a state of
ficer, traveled Sept. I 9-22 
along with Skills USA adviser 
Patti Kozlowski. 

She was the only student to 
take the trip and Kozlowski 
and feels that she was quali
fied : 

"She's very intelligent, gra
cious and respectful," said 
Kozlowski. "What I like is 
she's sort of shy [but] she's re
ally blossoming and learning 
how to voice her opinion in 
a business-like fashion. She 
represents our school very 

well." 
Parmar prepared for the 

trip by writing an essay and 
creating a PowerPoint on 
Perkin's funding which is the 
basis of all funding for career 
and technical education. She 
gave presentations to Rep. 
Peter Roskam and Sen. Dick 
Durbin. 

"They learn how educa
tion is funded and how it all 
works," Kozlowski said of 
the purpose of the presenta-
tions. 

Parmar also received her 
statesman pin which is one 
of highest honors one can get 
in Skills USA. 

· To do so, Parmar had to 
memorize the code and creed 
and repeat it back to the na
tional officers and say what it 
meant to them and how they 
would apply it. 

"It was hard [but] I just 
read it over and over again 
[to remember it all]," said 
Parmar. 

One memorable experi
ence Parmar said she's sure 
she won't ever forget is the 
Arlington National Cemetery 
ceremony she attended . 

Parmar also attended a me
morial service at the Penta
gon and ended the trip with a 
dance with all the students. 
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TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
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The en· campus lor 
DuPaae area junion and seniors in 
high school. 

PREPARED FOR 
FUTURE SUCCESS 

Andrew Wirtz 
Classoi'OB 
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21 career siUdV programs 
Computer Information Systems 

(includes game programming) 
Office Systems Technology 
Data Entry OccupaUons 

Construction Trades 
Landscape Design & Management 
Manufacturing Technology 
Pre-architectural 

& Pre-engineering CAD 

Graphic Communications 
Multimeda & Television Production 

Certified Nurse Assistant 
Criminal Justice 
Fire Science 
Medical & Health Care Careers 

Auto Body Repair & Refinishing 
Automotive Technology 

Cosmetdogy 

TCD Landscape Design & 
Management program 

Andrew earned 
6 college credits 

through his 
TCD program while 
still in high school! 

He received 2 
scholarships and 

now attends 
Missouri UniversHy of 
Science & Technology 

Major: Environmental Engineering 

Check it out voursell! 
"Explore TCD" Field Trip 

Sign up at the 
guidance office 

Culinary, Pastry Arts & Hospitality Mgml 
Ear1y Childhood Education & Care www.tcdupage.org 

630.620.8770 
Electronics & Pre-engineering Technology 
HVACR (Heating, AC, Refrigeration) . 
Residential Wiring & Home Technology Integration 

301 5. Swift Rd. 
Addison, Illinois 
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Experiencing life 
as much as possible 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid academic history, 
commitment in extra-curricu
lar activities, and community 
involvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member, and the final selection 
is made by the student activities 
director and committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

Being involved in National 
Honor Society, WeGo Am
bassadors and the Wellness 
Committee as well as doing 
lots of community service 
has paid off for senior Kel
ly Loftus, who was named 
September's Student of the 
Month. 

What was your reaction 
when you were crowned 
Student of the Month? 

I think it's cool; it looks re-

I college and swim, and I'm 
going to become a veterinar
ian. 

Why do you want to be a 
veterinarian? 

I've always loved animals. 
The more we talked about 
career options during school, 
the more I' kept hearing that 
it's best to do something that 
will make you happy. And 
working with animals every
day actually started to sound 
like a dream come true. I 
think making animals better 
will outweigh having to see 
them in a bad condition. I'd 
really enjoy working some
where like a zoo, because I 
get all dorky and in · aston
ishment over animals like 
lions and kangaroos and 
wolves. They're just so cool. 

Who influences you the 
most? 

I know I should probably 

Photo by Kristina Manibo 

Senior Kelly Loftus has been swimming since she was 12 
years old, and her commitment has helped her to become 
September Student of the Month. 

ally good on college applica- say my mom or grandma 
tions because not many kids or something like that, but 
get chosen for Student of the it's honestly my club swim 
Month. coach. Dan Johnson [my 

Are you involved in any swim coach] is probably one 
sports? of the most awesome people 

I am one of the varsity I've ever met He's just an all 
swimming captains. around amazing guy and if I 

Why did you decide to could end up like him, I'd be 
take up swimming? quite satisfied with life. 

I wasn't really into com- What do you value the 
petitive swimming until I was most in life? 
about 12. I wanted to spend I value life in general, and 
my summer doing something living it. I try to experience as 
new, so I joined swimming. I much as I can, because life, as 
never really thought of it as a cliche as it may sound, is way 
sport until !joined. I'm abso- too short. I want to see every
Iutely in love with it; I can't thing and feel everything and 
think of a better way to spend hear everything and just expe
my time. rience everything I can. It's a 

What do you want to do in waste to focus all your energy 
your future? toward one thing. I like doing 

I want to go to a Division everything much better. 
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said. "The ideas were all gen
erated with students in mind, 
and without losing teachers." 

One of the fundamental 
ideas that the Association 
would like to get across is 
that they don't want any one 
section of the school to be hit 
harder than the others. 

"If reduction needs to hap
pen, we should "spread it to 
all facets of the school," Fan
tozzi said. 

The school currently has 
a fund from property that 
was sold, known as the High 
Lake Fund. In this fund, the 
school has over $6.5 million, 
but it is only used on capital 
improvements. 

The $6.5 million is used 
as a nest egg from which the 
school can collect interest an 
its use is controlled by the 
Board of Education. 

"Sometimes you don't see 
[the improvements], but they 
have an impact," Ponce said. 

The board could choose to 
use the money for other pur
poses. 
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trict 33 empha~es the facf '\Thex said 
that if one sub&tt>up of stu- of stu~ents 
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is labeled as failin,!t 1 • · perceQ.!~did." 

"Overall, stu~n~ ... are \n order to get to 
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ing, and schools are passi~ origmal t bus to their home 
the tests," said ~ctor of ' school \vhere another bus is 
community relatiom Becky wafti,ng 1to take the students 
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SO categories, called ceiis, . in w~ we are doing it is no 
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Because Gary, Turne¢ur- Wi~ another testing sea-
rier, and Pioneer eleme!J.tarY son loojling ahead, district 
schools failed AYP two years officials are concentrating 
in a row, students attenaing more on stabilizing the core 

curriculum throughout Dis- the officials have been doing 
trict 33 instead of concentrat- for the past two years. 
ing on individual teach:rs;. ,,.... , fn additi_on to the plan, 

"If you think abolit"h,t):Ve. . school chmce will be avatl
have six elementary schools able again and the district 
that each ha~ three third grade will have to provide supple
'il"~i!>_5ii," said Koltz. "Ifeach '.111ental services unrelated to 

tt!acher teaches a the school for all students. 
that is I 8 differ- -..We vtowd have to hire 
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sun! items that will be· on the riot allowed to use our teach
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h,.., • .,\.,p that was ~ot happen- 1 1 Koltz believes the risk fac-

~me cases."~ tbrs for students have in-

students are learning) teachers 
teaching) and schools are passing the 

tests' 

Koltz, District 33 director of 
co.mn~ur1itv relations 

AYP's ' passing 
rate from last year to this year 
jumped from 70 percent to 
77 peroent, putting schools at 
more risk than before. 

If the same schools do not 
pass AYP next year, the dis
trict has to ftle a schpol im
provement plan, something 

creased, including students 
that go without breakfast in 
the morning. 

"It's hard to reaUy learn 
without breakfast in the 
morning," said Koltz. "It'd 
be interesting to see our 
trends along the high school's 
trends." 

J'lew opportunities 
to become involved 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Special Olympics Illinois 
is corning this way, giving 
special education students 
new opportunities to be
come involved in basketball 
and track and field teams. 

"It's a chance for the stu
dents to compete, to become 
part of a team," coordinator 
Gavin Engel said. "Some
thing like this can go a long 
way with [the students]. It 
gives them an opportunity 
they wouldn't normally 
have." 

Beginning in November, 
special education students in 
the Developmental Learn
ing Program can join the 
co-ed basketball team which 
will practice onoe a week 
and will have six games and 
a tournament. 

Depending on how well 
the team does, they can also 
advanoe to a statewide tour
nament in Peoria. 

The basketball season, 
which ends in January, will 
be followed by a track and 
field season that will go until 
the end of April. 

Due to budget problems, 

the school is not funding the 
program. Different organi
zations have donated money 
and are sponsoring the pro
gram. 

"We have a lot of support 
from the mayor and com
munity," Engel said. "A lot 
of people have pledged their 
support." 

Student volunteers have 
already been established, 
so Engel is not looking for 
more. Scienoe teacher Krys
ta Schoenbeck will coach the 
basketball program and spe
cial education teacher John 
Parker will coach track-and 
-field. 

"This is a great oppor
tunity for our students to 
participate, volunteer, or at
tend the game," Engel said. 
"We'd really appreciate it if 
the students could come to 
the home games and cheer 
us on, that would be great." 

Engel hopes to expand 
the program in the future to 
include other sports and po
tentially the feeder schools. 
. "HopefuUy this program 

will be a success," Engel 
said. "Students can help 
by just giving the athletes a 
high-five in the hallway." 

Wildcat Chronicle archive photo 
Senigr Matt Matson gives blood at last fall's Key Club sponsored blood drive. Students will 
again have the opportunity to help their advisories win ice cream and pizza. 

Giving back a pint at a time 
Yasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

In November, students will 
be able to give back by donat
ing blood. 

The blood drive sponsored 
by Key Club will be held in 
the small gym on Nov. I 3. 

Students must be at least I 6 
or older and those who are 16 
must have a parent's consent. 

Students must also meet 
the blood bank's strict re
quirements in order to ensure 
that the blood is safe. Donors 
can not have illnesses or trav
eled recently. 

According to Ward Rau, 
Key Club adviser, the smaU 
donation can make a huge 
impact. 

"[It can help] people who 
need blood because they had 
surgery or people who are get
ting various kinds of cancer 
treatments who need blood 
transfusions," said Rau. 

Rau feels that the good 
that students can do through 
the blood drive will also help 
themselves in the long run. 

"It's a good practice for 
people to do but it takes a 
commitment for people to 
choose to do it. If kids get into 

' the pattern of donating blood 
and they realize it doesn't 
hurt or affect them that badly, 
they will be willing to do it 
continually throughout their 
lives," Rau said. 

Refreshments will be pro
vided for all donors. 

The blood drive will run 
from 7:30a.m. to 2:30p.m. 

Students can sign. up in 
commons or in advisory until 
Oct. 30. 

Key Club will be giving 
away ice cream and pizza as 
prizes to advisories that have 
the highest percentage of par
ticipation. 
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Hobby 
leads to 
success 
Yasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

Sewing doesn't just get you 
a piece of clothing anymore. 

News 

For junior Mayuri Parmar, 
what began as a simple mem
bership into SkillsUSA for 
her craft in sewing freshman 
year lead to her earning a 
grant for national leadership 
training in Washington, D.C. 

Photo courtesy of Patti Kozlowski 
Junior Mayuri Parmar, pictured second from left, traveled 
to Washington D.C. as part of SkillsUSA with adviser Patti 
Kozlowski , pictured third from left. 

Parmar, who is a state of
ficer, traveled Sept. I 9-22 
along with Skills USA adviser 
Patti Kozlowski. 

She was the only student to 
take the trip and Kozlowski 
and feels that she was quali
fied : 

"She's very intelligent, gra
cious and respectful," said 
Kozlowski. "What I like is 
she's sort of shy [but] she's re
ally blossoming and learning 
how to voice her opinion in 
a business-like fashion. She 
represents our school very 

well." 
Parmar prepared for the 

trip by writing an essay and 
creating a PowerPoint on 
Perkin's funding which is the 
basis of all funding for career 
and technical education. She 
gave presentations to Rep. 
Peter Roskam and Sen. Dick 
Durbin. 

"They learn how educa
tion is funded and how it all 
works," Kozlowski said of 
the purpose of the presenta-
tions. 

Parmar also received her 
statesman pin which is one 
of highest honors one can get 
in Skills USA. 

· To do so, Parmar had to 
memorize the code and creed 
and repeat it back to the na
tional officers and say what it 
meant to them and how they 
would apply it. 

"It was hard [but] I just 
read it over and over again 
[to remember it all]," said 
Parmar. 

One memorable experi
ence Parmar said she's sure 
she won't ever forget is the 
Arlington National Cemetery 
ceremony she attended . 

Parmar also attended a me
morial service at the Penta
gon and ended the trip with a 
dance with all the students. 
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Experiencing life 
as much as possible 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Student of the Month is based 
on a solid academic history, 
commitment in extra-curricu
lar activities, and community 
involvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member, and the final selection 
is made by the student activities 
director and committee made up 
of additional staff members. 

Being involved in National 
Honor Society, WeGo Am
bassadors and the Wellness 
Committee as well as doing 
lots of community service 
has paid off for senior Kel
ly Loftus, who was named 
September's Student of the 
Month. 

What was your reaction 
when you were crowned 
Student of the Month? 

I think it's cool; it looks re-

I college and swim, and I'm 
going to become a veterinar
ian. 

Why do you want to be a 
veterinarian? 

I've always loved animals. 
The more we talked about 
career options during school, 
the more I' kept hearing that 
it's best to do something that 
will make you happy. And 
working with animals every
day actually started to sound 
like a dream come true. I 
think making animals better 
will outweigh having to see 
them in a bad condition. I'd 
really enjoy working some
where like a zoo, because I 
get all dorky and in · aston
ishment over animals like 
lions and kangaroos and 
wolves. They're just so cool. 

Who influences you the 
most? 

I know I should probably 

Photo by Kristina Manibo 

Senior Kelly Loftus has been swimming since she was 12 
years old, and her commitment has helped her to become 
September Student of the Month. 

ally good on college applica- say my mom or grandma 
tions because not many kids or something like that, but 
get chosen for Student of the it's honestly my club swim 
Month. coach. Dan Johnson [my 

Are you involved in any swim coach] is probably one 
sports? of the most awesome people 

I am one of the varsity I've ever met He's just an all 
swimming captains. around amazing guy and if I 

Why did you decide to could end up like him, I'd be 
take up swimming? quite satisfied with life. 

I wasn't really into com- What do you value the 
petitive swimming until I was most in life? 
about 12. I wanted to spend I value life in general, and 
my summer doing something living it. I try to experience as 
new, so I joined swimming. I much as I can, because life, as 
never really thought of it as a cliche as it may sound, is way 
sport until !joined. I'm abso- too short. I want to see every
Iutely in love with it; I can't thing and feel everything and 
think of a better way to spend hear everything and just expe
my time. rience everything I can. It's a 

What do you want to do in waste to focus all your energy 
your future? toward one thing. I like doing 

I want to go to a Division everything much better. 
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New plan in Afghanistan 
It's still a ways away, but the impact of the fol

lowing sentence is incredible: In March, the War 
in Afghanistan will surpass the Vietnam War as the 
longest war in American history. 

Since the invasion of Afghanistan following the 
Sept. I I terrorist attacks in 200 I, the main focus of 
the United States has been to eliminate a! Qaeda and 
the Taliban. Eight years later and the goals are still 
yet to be achieved. 

Sidelined by the War in Iraq which started in mid-
2003, the United States' focus has once again shifted 
back to the War in Afghanistan. 

However while distracted by Iraq, the Taliban, 
which had a much weaker presence by the start of 
2003, has reemerged as a larger, and much more 
deadly threat. 

The debate in Wash
ington has now moved 
from health care and 
the economy, to how 
the Obama administra
tion is going to handle 
this war. 

With a 40 percent 
approval rating for con
tinuing operations in 
Afghanistan accord
ing to the Associated 
Press, conversations 
are being held between 
both parties for their ideas. 

On the right, a troop surge is being pursued. On 
the left, pullbacks of troops and the use of more un
manned drones is deemed best method. Both sides 
have reasonable opinions. 

A troop surge is needed in Afghanistan. As Gen. 
Stanley McCrystal pointed out, this war cannot be 
won without additional support. 

This new surge could be very effective, citing the 
Iraq War troop surge of 2007 where 24,000 troops 
were added to some of the most populated but hostile 
areas of Iraq in order to establish order. 

Adding more troops to the populated areas of 
Afghanistan will allow the United States . to force 
terrorists out of these areas, as well as to protect 
civilians. 

With that being sa:id, the unpopulated and more 
isolated areas are not safe for sending troops there 
as was seen in the death of the eight soldiers earlier 
this month. 

The use of more drones will also allow the United 
States to monitor the border between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan better. 

It was in Pakistan where these militants prayed at a 
mosque before crossing 
the border to attack the 
army base in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

A recent political 
cartoon by Newsweek 
magazine depicted 
the White House in 
1968, and in 2009. In 
both panels there is a 

~;::~2§~9Ctitalking bubble saying 
~ "We need to send more 

troops." 
The cartoon mocks the current situ

ation by comparing it to the failed situation in Viet
nam saying that if we send more troops this war 
will end with extreme causalities and in the United 
States' defeat. 

This war will not end in defeat if we show the 
enemy that we are capable of resurging. 

It may have been eight years since 9 I 11, but we 
cannot give up. 

st~d,Hts Splltt4 
Do you think Obama deserved to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize? 

Senior 

los• tlalt•""''' 
"Yes, Obama's going 
to make changes." 

Compiled by Yasmyn McGee 

Junior 
TltUIJY StUil.llZ 

"No, what did he 
do to deserve it?" • 

Sophomore 
Kll~elta P1ttl119 

"Yes Obama's 
' the best. He de-

served it." 

Freshman 
SNclly lat•• 
"No, he didn't 
do anything to 

deserve it." 

Wildcat Chronicle 

"Obama wins again .. . 
and again ... and again .. . 

and again .. :· 

Not so peaceful 
peace prize 

When the announcement was made that President 
Barack Obama won the Nobel Peace Prize it shocked 
the public, to say the least. 

Some people were outraged and wondered what 
he had done to even deserve the award. But their 
outrage was completely misguided. 

For those angry at Obama receiving the award, 
remember it was not the president's fault that he 
received the prestigious award. 

"To be honest, I do not feel that I deserve to be in 
the company of so many of the transformative figures 
who've been honored by this prize," said Obama. 

Obama even admitted that he too is puzzled as 
to why he got the award. So who's to blame? The 
Norwegian Nobel Committee, that's who. 

The five-member committee told the Associated 
Press that awarding Obama the peace priz~ could 
be seen as an early vote of confidence intended to 
build global support for the policies of his young 
administration. · 

But this early vote of confidence has prevented 
those who have already contributed great things from 
earning the award. 

Other nominations included Colombian activist 
Piedad Cordoba, Afghan women's rights activist Simi 
Samar, and Denis Mukwege, a physician in Congo 
who opened a clinic to help rape victims. These are 
all people who have already shown that they deserved 
the award, unlike President Obama. 

Obama will surely do great things for this coun
try, but until then recognition should not be given 
to him. 

Basically, give credit where credit is due. 
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Editors give their opinions on different issues surrounding the 

The support the squad shows 
Every year, students look for the football team is-con-

forward to getting their latest Being a freshman and going tagious; it affects everyone 
squad shirt personalized with to football games was always from the players to the parents 
a quirky nickname. This year, a special event for me. Of keeping them in high spirits 

The last time I was in the however, the students gave the course, I wore the ~lue and throughout the game, win or 
squad, I heard ihe usual "Go harmless wildcat claw design white paint, and would cheer lose. So why is this amazing It is as much of a tradition 

WeGo, Go WeGo, Go!" But a sexual connotation. for the seniors on the field even school spirit only shown at as the squad itself to go to a 

I also heard something that The student who created the though I had never heard of · football games? friend's house before the game 

made me a little uneasy. shirts only intended to draw any of them. Nobody can deny the fact to get dressed up, or down, and 

The second one freshman an original, interesting design. I also remember being a that football is the dominant paint every inch of exposed 

stepped foot into our area That's what I saw it as - until sheepish freshman and avoid- sport in the school; it's every- skin blue and white. The tradi-

everyone yelled, "Freshman someone decided to point ing the squad at ail costs be- where. Friday night football tion stops there. 

leave! Freshman leave!" I was something else out. cause I had no right to be games come with an elaborate This harmless tradition be-

waiting for empty cups and I would have rather never there. The squad was a place halftime show and a stadium comes careless, hazardous, and 

half-eaten food to be thrown seen the other interpretation. for the older kids that earned filled with energetic fans. The illegal once students break into 

at them. The shirt is only what you their spots there, and it still is. presence of the squad, though, their family's liquor cabinets 

Yes, it is true that everyone make of it, and obviously the Freshmen should stay out of is what really separates this to pre-game "like the college 

is a freshman at one point in majority of our school popula- the squad. sport from the rest. The 12'h kids." 

their lives, and everyone goes tion is very immature. First and foremost, it's the man section of the ·bleachers In order to pre-game like 

through the embarrassment This sexual connotation tradition. For as long as any is filled with students dressed a college kid, students need 

of being the underdog, but started fourth hour the day we recent students remember the head to toe in blue and white to actually attend a college 

shouldn't the school be overly got th~ squad shirts, and by squad had always been exclu- chanting out battle cries. instead of a high school. This 

welcoming given these facts? the end of the day, had spread sive to the upperclassmen. True, about half the squad notion makes these ·squad 

The school cannot succeed to Facebook and even alumni We don't allow freshmen in shows their support at a few members look even more im-

at anything if we don't work as wanted to know what was go- and get mad at them when they home volleyball matches, and mature compared to the col-

a whole. Students need to feel ing on. try to join because we have during basketball season the lege students. By trying to 

comfortable and accepted at It's incredible that this spread respect for the tradition. We squad dominates the bleach- look cool, they have made 

any school-sponsored event. across Facebook and that peo- abided by the rules and they ers, but what about all the themselves look stupid. 

We can easily make room for pie actually cared. However, if should too. other sports in the school? The Being intoxicated at the 

more support for our football something positive happened Freshmen can call it stupid cross-country, tennis, swim- football games is completely 

team and when you get down at our school, most graduates or unfair, but its how it's been. ming, golf, and soccer teams disrespectful to the football 

to it, that's what the games are could probably care less. You can claim that this is a are all currently in season, team on the field which fights 

really about. Showing off your Did anyone even stop to bad tradition like slavery, or but where 's the support? The hard for a win every week, to 

Wildcat spirit and giving the consider how the designer of women not being able to vote, squad's purpose is to support the school that . puts together 

team motivation to win. The the shirt was feeling? I don't but it's completely different. every team at the school, and an event that all family mem-

other team is the enemy, not think so. This tradition is just a simple without their presence, these bers are welcome to attend, 

our fellow Wildcats. The immaturity level nee- high school tradition, nothing teams might mistakenly as- and to every other member of 

It may be ridiculous for the essary to spread this rumor more, nothing less. It doesn't sume.that their peers don't care the squad who showed up to 

freshmen to make their own so rapidly and successfully is cause any physical or emotion- about their sport. the game sober. 

squad shirts and to sneak into sad. I had hoped that by high a! harm to these freshmen. Being a part of the squad Think back to freshman 

the squad, but they wouldn't school, students had become Also I highly doubt this de- is about more than just an year; did you need a water 

have to do that if we included mature enough to consider bate is just about being allowed excuse to wear a cool t-shirt; bottle filled with alcohol to 

them in the first place. other people's feelings and to cheer with the squad. It's it's about showing support for have fun with your group of 

I'm not the kind of sopho- keep their mouths closed when most likely about buying the every team at our school rain friends? 

more who pretends I never necessary. t-shirts. or shine and win or lose. It's One day, these squad mem-

was a freshman but I know The squad is not supposed Freshmen need to wait. The )lbout being united as a school bers will look back to reminisce 

many people who do. We were to hurt anyone's feelings or en- class of 20 I 0 waited for their and showing the DVC that no about high school football 

all freshmen once. We all have courage rumors and immatu- turn, the class of 2013 can matter what sport it is, we sup- games, yet will realize they 

something in common. rity, but do just the opposite. wait too. port our athletes. have no memories of them. 
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New plan in Afghanistan 
It's still a ways away, but the impact of the fol

lowing sentence is incredible: In March, the War 
in Afghanistan will surpass the Vietnam War as the 
longest war in American history. 

Since the invasion of Afghanistan following the 
Sept. I I terrorist attacks in 200 I, the main focus of 
the United States has been to eliminate a! Qaeda and 
the Taliban. Eight years later and the goals are still 
yet to be achieved. 

Sidelined by the War in Iraq which started in mid-
2003, the United States' focus has once again shifted 
back to the War in Afghanistan. 

However while distracted by Iraq, the Taliban, 
which had a much weaker presence by the start of 
2003, has reemerged as a larger, and much more 
deadly threat. 

The debate in Wash
ington has now moved 
from health care and 
the economy, to how 
the Obama administra
tion is going to handle 
this war. 

With a 40 percent 
approval rating for con
tinuing operations in 
Afghanistan accord
ing to the Associated 
Press, conversations 
are being held between 
both parties for their ideas. 

On the right, a troop surge is being pursued. On 
the left, pullbacks of troops and the use of more un
manned drones is deemed best method. Both sides 
have reasonable opinions. 

A troop surge is needed in Afghanistan. As Gen. 
Stanley McCrystal pointed out, this war cannot be 
won without additional support. 

This new surge could be very effective, citing the 
Iraq War troop surge of 2007 where 24,000 troops 
were added to some of the most populated but hostile 
areas of Iraq in order to establish order. 

Adding more troops to the populated areas of 
Afghanistan will allow the United States . to force 
terrorists out of these areas, as well as to protect 
civilians. 

With that being sa:id, the unpopulated and more 
isolated areas are not safe for sending troops there 
as was seen in the death of the eight soldiers earlier 
this month. 

The use of more drones will also allow the United 
States to monitor the border between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan better. 

It was in Pakistan where these militants prayed at a 
mosque before crossing 
the border to attack the 
army base in eastern 
Afghanistan. 

A recent political 
cartoon by Newsweek 
magazine depicted 
the White House in 
1968, and in 2009. In 
both panels there is a 

~;::~2§~9Ctitalking bubble saying 
~ "We need to send more 

troops." 
The cartoon mocks the current situ

ation by comparing it to the failed situation in Viet
nam saying that if we send more troops this war 
will end with extreme causalities and in the United 
States' defeat. 

This war will not end in defeat if we show the 
enemy that we are capable of resurging. 

It may have been eight years since 9 I 11, but we 
cannot give up. 

st~d,Hts Splltt4 
Do you think Obama deserved to 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize? 

Senior 

los• tlalt•""''' 
"Yes, Obama's going 
to make changes." 

Compiled by Yasmyn McGee 

Junior 
TltUIJY StUil.llZ 

"No, what did he 
do to deserve it?" • 

Sophomore 
Kll~elta P1ttl119 

"Yes Obama's 
' the best. He de-

served it." 

Freshman 
SNclly lat•• 
"No, he didn't 
do anything to 

deserve it." 

Wildcat Chronicle 

"Obama wins again .. . 
and again ... and again .. . 

and again .. :· 

Not so peaceful 
peace prize 

When the announcement was made that President 
Barack Obama won the Nobel Peace Prize it shocked 
the public, to say the least. 

Some people were outraged and wondered what 
he had done to even deserve the award. But their 
outrage was completely misguided. 

For those angry at Obama receiving the award, 
remember it was not the president's fault that he 
received the prestigious award. 

"To be honest, I do not feel that I deserve to be in 
the company of so many of the transformative figures 
who've been honored by this prize," said Obama. 

Obama even admitted that he too is puzzled as 
to why he got the award. So who's to blame? The 
Norwegian Nobel Committee, that's who. 

The five-member committee told the Associated 
Press that awarding Obama the peace priz~ could 
be seen as an early vote of confidence intended to 
build global support for the policies of his young 
administration. · 

But this early vote of confidence has prevented 
those who have already contributed great things from 
earning the award. 

Other nominations included Colombian activist 
Piedad Cordoba, Afghan women's rights activist Simi 
Samar, and Denis Mukwege, a physician in Congo 
who opened a clinic to help rape victims. These are 
all people who have already shown that they deserved 
the award, unlike President Obama. 

Obama will surely do great things for this coun
try, but until then recognition should not be given 
to him. 

Basically, give credit where credit is due. 
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Editors give their opinions on different issues surrounding the 

The support the squad shows 
Every year, students look for the football team is-con-

forward to getting their latest Being a freshman and going tagious; it affects everyone 
squad shirt personalized with to football games was always from the players to the parents 
a quirky nickname. This year, a special event for me. Of keeping them in high spirits 

The last time I was in the however, the students gave the course, I wore the ~lue and throughout the game, win or 
squad, I heard ihe usual "Go harmless wildcat claw design white paint, and would cheer lose. So why is this amazing It is as much of a tradition 

WeGo, Go WeGo, Go!" But a sexual connotation. for the seniors on the field even school spirit only shown at as the squad itself to go to a 

I also heard something that The student who created the though I had never heard of · football games? friend's house before the game 

made me a little uneasy. shirts only intended to draw any of them. Nobody can deny the fact to get dressed up, or down, and 

The second one freshman an original, interesting design. I also remember being a that football is the dominant paint every inch of exposed 

stepped foot into our area That's what I saw it as - until sheepish freshman and avoid- sport in the school; it's every- skin blue and white. The tradi-

everyone yelled, "Freshman someone decided to point ing the squad at ail costs be- where. Friday night football tion stops there. 

leave! Freshman leave!" I was something else out. cause I had no right to be games come with an elaborate This harmless tradition be-

waiting for empty cups and I would have rather never there. The squad was a place halftime show and a stadium comes careless, hazardous, and 

half-eaten food to be thrown seen the other interpretation. for the older kids that earned filled with energetic fans. The illegal once students break into 
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their lives, and everyone goes tion is very immature. First and foremost, it's the man section of the ·bleachers In order to pre-game like 

through the embarrassment This sexual connotation tradition. For as long as any is filled with students dressed a college kid, students need 

of being the underdog, but started fourth hour the day we recent students remember the head to toe in blue and white to actually attend a college 
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any school-sponsored event. across Facebook and that peo- abided by the rules and they ers, but what about all the themselves look stupid. 
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Wildcat spirit and giving the consider how the designer of women not being able to vote, squad's purpose is to support the school that . puts together 
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squad shirts and to sneak into sad. I had hoped that by high a! harm to these freshmen. Being a part of the squad Think back to freshman 

the squad, but they wouldn't school, students had become Also I highly doubt this de- is about more than just an year; did you need a water 

have to do that if we included mature enough to consider bate is just about being allowed excuse to wear a cool t-shirt; bottle filled with alcohol to 

them in the first place. other people's feelings and to cheer with the squad. It's it's about showing support for have fun with your group of 

I'm not the kind of sopho- keep their mouths closed when most likely about buying the every team at our school rain friends? 

more who pretends I never necessary. t-shirts. or shine and win or lose. It's One day, these squad mem-

was a freshman but I know The squad is not supposed Freshmen need to wait. The )lbout being united as a school bers will look back to reminisce 

many people who do. We were to hurt anyone's feelings or en- class of 20 I 0 waited for their and showing the DVC that no about high school football 

all freshmen once. We all have courage rumors and immatu- turn, the class of 2013 can matter what sport it is, we sup- games, yet will realize they 

something in common. rity, but do just the opposite. wait too. port our athletes. have no memories of them. 
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<>n the !o() kout '· 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor In Chief 

Halloween night is the 
time for pranksters to come 
out and lurk on unsuspect
ing houses; egging them and 
smashing the jack-o-lanterns 
placed innocently in the front 
yard. 

However, pranksters and 
underage partiers beware: 
West Chicago police treat 
Halloween like any other 
day. 

"Our biggest concerns on 
Halloween are the curfew, 
the safety of trick-or-treaters, 
traffic, pranks, and the poten
tial for vandalism, underage 
drinking, or unsupervised 
parties," said police liaison 
Joe Gaztambide. 

This year, Halloween falls 
on a Saturday meaning that 
people can trick-or-treat until 
II p.m. 

Of course there are excep
tions for supervised trick or 
treaters, but according to 
Gaztambide there are clear 
differences from kids coming 
home late from trick-or-treat
ing, and those up to no good. 

When there are kids up to 
no good, Gaztambide, says 
appropriate action is taken by 
the police. 

"[If a kid is caught smash
ing pumpkins] it's criminal 
damage to property and you 
can actually get arrested for 
that," said Gaztambide. 

The two biggest complaints 
Gaztambide says the police 
get are for egged houses and 

As for parties, Gaztambide 
says that cops are still on full 
force, listening to noise com
plaints, and other tips that 
may lead to underage drink
ing or other illegal activities. 

"We check for three things: 
to make sure there is ·no un
derage drinking, that the 
noise levels are appropriate, 
and that the party is super
vised," said Gaztambide. 

He says the police just want 
to make sure that Halloween 
is a safe and fun holiday for 
all. 

October 22, 2009 9 

ByYasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

About 2,000 years ago 
in what is now Ireland, the 
United Kingdom and north
ern France, a group called the 
Celts, celebrated their New 
Year's Eve on Oct. 31. On 
this day they called All Hal
low's Eve, the Celts believed 
that at night ghosts returned 
to earth to cause mischief 
and damage crops. 

' To keep ghosts away from 
'-their homes, some would 

place bowls of food outside 
of their houses to appease 
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past 
the ghosts and prevent them 
from entering. Others, who 
believed that the spirits were 
friendly, would set places at 
the dinner table, leave treats 
on doorsteps and alongside 
the road and light candles to 
help loved ones find their way 
back to the spirit world. 

Celts also thought that 
Druids or Celtic priests could 
easily make predictions. To 
celebrate the event Druids 
built sacred bonfir$!S for crop 
and animal sacrifices to Celt
ic deities. 

As Romans conquered 
Celtic territory Roman tradi-

By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Creepy costumes, 
haunted barns, and 
ghostly wagon rides all 
play a part in the annual 
Fall Festival at Sonny 
Acres in West 
Chicago. 

The festival, 
which has been 
going on for 
over 50 years, 
started off 
small but has 
rapidly grown 
to include a 
costume shop, 
petting zoo, 
amusement 
rides, spook 
shed, haunted 
hay rides, and 
more. 

tions were combined with the 
celebration of All Hallow's 
Eve. Romans traditionally 
commemorated the passing 
of the dead and honored the 
Roman goddess of fruit and 
trees, Pomona, in late Octo
ber. The tradition of bobbing 
for apples came from these 
events because of the apple 
which symbolized Pomona. 

Wjlen European immi
grants came to America, they 
brought their different Hal
loween customs with them. 
However, Halloween was 
most commonly practiced in 
Maryland and the southern 
colonies. Halloween tradi
tions during this time includ
ed throwing "play parties" 

·which were held to celebrate 
the harvest, share stories of 
the dead, tell each other's for-

11 I 
II 

it from a regular farm into a 
family attraction because it 
brought in more money. 

"It's a really fun place, a 
place where you can make 
memories worth repeating," 
Feltes said, quoting the Son
ny Acres slogan. 

tune, dance, sing and create 
mischief of all kinds. 

Once Irish immigrants 
fleeing from the Irish po
tato famine of 1846 arrived 
in America, the custom of 
dressing up in costumes and 
going house to house asking 
for food or money began to 
sp~ead which lead to today's 
trick-or-treating practice. 

By the 1930s, Halloween 
had grown into a community 
centered holiday with parades 
and town-wide parties as the 
featured entertainment. 

Vandalism rates also de
creased within towns in the 
1950s once families realized 
theS< could avoid tricks being 
played on them by providing 
tasty treats to neighborhood 
trick-or-treaters. 

Source: www.history.com 

costume show every Febru
ary where we pick out our 
costumes so that we have 
them in time for the festival," 
Feltes said. "Our most popu
lar is the black robes and a 
mask." 

The prices on different 
pieces of the 

costumes 
range from 
$15to$50. 

The en
tertain
ment por
tion of the 
festival is 
more pop
ular than 
the shops, 
and typi
cally, just 
the shops 
are affect
ed by the 
economy. "Originally, 

· t Photo by Alexis Hosticka 1 was a regu-
. Community High school alumna Karen Brooks has been 

"Retail 
has gone 
down over 

the years, but overall the en
tertainment has stayed the 
same over the past five to six 
years," Feltes said. 

Jar farm, 11 was a happily working at Sonny Acres for the past eight seasons. 
da1ry farm at one 
point," said Ellyn Feltes, 
who has been working 
at the family-owned and 
run business for 22 years. 
"Then in the '70s, it be
gan to evolve with little 
corn mazes, and school 
fieldtrips. In the '80s, we 
turned the cow barn into 
a haunted barn." 

Feltes refers to the busi
ness as 'agro-tainment', 
or agriculture based en
tertainment. The Feltes 

. family originally changed 

The most popular attrac
tion at the festival is the 
haunted hay wagon. The 
ride lasts 20 minutes and has 
30 live characters along the 
way to frighten the visitors. 
Tickets cost $9 and Feltes 
recommends the ride for the 
whole family. 

Another part of the festival 
is the costume shop, which 
opened in the '70s and is 
stocked with a variety of cos
tumes and masks. 

"We go to a Halloween 

Tickets for the rides cost 
$1, and each ride costs be
tween three and five tickets. 
During the week, the hours 
for the festival are 10 a.m. to 

6 p.m., and on weekends un
til 10 p.m. through Oct. 31. 
Some attractions are only 
open on weekends, and more 
information can be found at 
www.sonnyacres.com. 
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at a 
·· Two students adJust to life 

with a mother with cancer 
Personal strength comes 

from mother's survival 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

Last year when Julie Koeh
ring, mother of senior Kelli 
Koehring, came to Volley 
for the Cure she wore a pink 
scarf over where her hair had 
once been. 

This year Julie came to 
the game with her black hair 
grown back and knowing that 
she is one of many women 
who has overcome breast 
cancer. 

cause when you hear you 
have cancer you automati
cally ask 'am I going to die?'" 
said Julie. 

At first, she thought it was 
impossible for her to have 
breast cancer. 

"Probably every day [you 
think about dying] until they 
tell you they got all of the 
cancer out," said Julie. 

"I had always gone and 
gotten a mammogram ev
ery year for I 0 to 12 years 
now. I had one in August of 
2007, and I was diagnosed in 
March of 2008," said Julie. "I 
found out there are two kinds 
of breast cancer and the kind 
I had doesn't show up on 
mammograms." 

Kelli had known some
thing was wrong with her 
mother around the time she 
was diagnosed. When Julie 
was going to a doctor's ap
pointment, she told Kelli she 
was going furniture shopping 
with a friend. 

Photos by Jacob Wucka 
Junior Kelli Koehring and her mother Julie have a stronger bond than before her mom was 
diagnosed with cancer. 

Julie was diagnosed with 
Stage 3 breast cancer in 
March 2008, following a self
examination in which she 
discovered a lump. 

"I was in disbelief because 
no one in my family has had 
cancer. I was also fearful be-

Kelli could tell her mom 
was lying and asked where 

she was really going, joking 
that she would want to know 
if her mom was getting tested 
for breast cancer. When she 
learned of Julie's diagno
sis, she was completely sur
prised. 

"I was very shocked and 
scared," said Kelli. "I didn't 

Being terminal is no longer the 

end for one junior and his mother 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Ed~or 

Three years ago, junior 
Bobby Giese's biggest worry 
was high school and video 
games, but once his morn was 
diagnosed with lung cancer 
in April 2007, all of his other 
worries disappeared. 

"When we first found out 
she had a tumor, we were 
really hopeful that it was be
nign," said Giese. "We were 
hoping that it was pressure 
that was causing my morn's 
pain." 

Giese's mother began ex
periencing back pain in De
cember 2006. After many 
doctors ' appointments during 
five months, she requested an 
x-ray where doctors discov
ered a tumor 7 1/2 inches 
in diameter in her lung near 
her heart. A lung tumor over 
3 inches is considered to be 
large. 

"We were really hoping 
that it wasn't cancer," said 
Giese, "but she smoked a lot 

when she was younger and 
her dad had cancer. " 

Test results were in on 
April I I, 2007, and the re
sults were not what the family 
had hoped for. Stage 3 Type 
B lung cancer has a low sur
vival rate, and Giese's morn 
had six weeks to six months 

would either shrink or at 
least stop growing. After two 
months, the tumor decreased 
to roughly half its original 
size. 

"It was miraculous," said 
Giese. "We were really op
timistic about it. We were 
amazed by the results. They 

To be terminal just means that you're cfy
ing now, and youY/ eventua/fy die from the 
disease because y ou ran ou~ but you could 

stiff five for 20 years and be terminal. ) 
- Junior Bobby Giese 

to live. 
"My whole family came 

over when we found out," 
said Giese. "Everyone was 
upset and completely dumb
founded, but we were all try
ing to hold it together." 

In response to the diagno
sis, doctors gave Giese's mom 
the harshest chemotherapy 
available, hoping the tumor 

gave her a few weeks to live, 
and then the chemo actually 
worked, so it was just amaz
ing." 

The "big, bad chemo," as 
Giese describes it, became 
less effective over time, as the 
cancer cells became immune 
to it. Since then, she has been 
bouncing from treatment to 
treatment, hoping for some-

know how bad it would be." 
Following her diagnosis, 

Julie promptly began chemo
therapy; having six sessions 
every three weeks. 

"Right after I had chemo 
I felt worse but progressively 
I got better. I just felt really 
tired and nauseous," said Ju-

thing better to come along. 
"They told us that the tu

mor wasn't going to get any 
smaller than it was after the 
big, bad cherno," said Giese. 
"That's how we found out 
she was terminal." 

Finding out his mother was 
terminal was not the worst 
part of the struggle with 
cancer for Giese. He then 
discovered being terminal 
was not a death sentence. 

"We weren't happy when 

lie. 
She also began losing her 

hair quickly after her first 
chemotherapy session. 

"The anticipation of los
ing my hair was scary," said 
Julie. "I was told that by my 

See Survivor, page 11 

we found out she was termi
nal," said Giese, "but we were 
still grateful. To be terminal 

See Courage, page 11 

• Photo courtsey of Bobby Giese 
Jumor Bobby Giese helps his mother battle through termi· 
nal lung cancer on a day-to-day basis. 
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Survivor: Having a positive 
attitude through struggle 
Continued f rom page 10 . 

second chemotherapy session 
my hair would be falling out. 
One day I could grab it and 
it would just come into my 
hand. I eventually shaved my 
head." 

In August 2008, Julie re
ceived a double mastectomy, 
a surgical procedure in which 
both breasts are removed. It 
was during this procedure 
when Kelli thought she could 
lose her mom. 

"We were sitting in the 
waiting room, and the doc
tors would come out and hug 
the other families and tell 
them that the procedure went 
fme for their family member. 
But the instant her doctor 
came out and said 'Can we 
see the family in the consulta
tion room?' I really had a bad 
thought," said Kelli. 

However, the surgery went 
flne and Julie was officially 
cleared of breast cancer. She 
was then approved for ra-

diation therapy, which began 
mid-September and lasted ev
ery day for a month. 

Through this time, things 
got hard but Julie kept up 
with household chores as she 
normally would have. 

"Having a positive attitude 
is important," said Julie. "Sit
ting around and feeling sorry 
for yourself will only hurt 
you and your family. " 

After the radiation therapy, 
she underwent reconstructive 
cosmetic surgeries with her 
first in November, and her 
most recent surgery in June. 

Now that she is in remis
sion Julie goes about her 
life as though she never had 
cancer. However the fear that 
the disease could return will 
always stay with her. 

"That I could get breast 
cancer again is always in the 
back of my mind, but I just 
go on with my life, I try to be 
a good mom, take care of my 
kids, and go on as though it's 
normal ," said Julie. 

Courage: family put to 
the ultimate test of love 

Continued from page 10 

just means that you're dying 
now, and you'll eventually 
die from the disease because 
you ran out, but you could 
still live for 20 years and be 
terminal." 

One point Giese empha
sized was that his mother 
does not want anyone's pity, 
and his house does not run 
all that differently than it 
use to because of his moth
er's cancer. 

"She does not want to be 
pitied," said Giese. "I'm not 
going to personally avoid 
arguments with her because 
of the cancer because I don't 
want to act that way out of 
pity, but some of my not
immediate family members 
may pity her because they 
don't always fully under
stand everything. She does 
not want to be looked at as 
someone with cancer; she 
wants to be looked at as 
Debbie Giese." 

Beyond family, Giese's 
mother has a support sys
tem to keep her strong. 

"Her friends come over all 
the time," said Giese. "They 
get off work to take her out 
to lunch and celebrate their 
birthdays together. Some
times we are able to take her 
friends on our vacations so 
my mom is able to hang out 
with them and have some 
fun." 

Throughout two and a 
half years, marked exactly 
Oct. 11 , Giese has learned 

. lessons he will carry for the 
rest of his life. 

"You hear all these sto
ries of cancer," said Giese," 
and you never think it'll 
happen to you. You truly 
fmd out how much that per
son means to you and how 
much you care about them. 
You want to help them so 
much, but you know there is 
really nothing you can do." 

Presently, Giese's mother 
is back on the "big, bad 
chemo" treatment because 
her back pain increased and 
the tumor increased to its 
original size. She gets three 
different chemotherapy 
treatments in one day, and 
then repeats this process 
once a month. 

"We sit through her six
hour chemotherapy seces
sions with her," said Giese. 
"And, as a family, just try to 
spend time together because 
we really don't know how 
much time we have left." 

Giese's worries now only 
include his mother, and 
whether today is a good or 
bad day. 

"I look at life completely 
differently," said Giese. "I 
understand how fragile and 
important it is. Even though 
she's still here, I see how 
different my life would be 
without her." 

Photos by Jacob Wucka 

~t Volley for the Cure on Oct. 8, (top left) junior Reid Howington cheers on the team as (top 
nght) freshman Sarah Pearson gives survivor Pam Stotz a ceremonial flower, and (bottom) 
senior Alex Schreiber-Deam, right, and mother celebrate overcoming breast cancer together. 

Joining the fight 
• as a communtty 

By Yasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

With October being Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
two sport teams and a local 
hair salon have showed their 
support by hosting events to 
commemorate those who 
have or did have the disease. 

Girls cross country hosted 
the Run For The Cure invita
tional in order to raise money 
for cancer. Proceeds went to 
the Ronald McDonald's can
cer organization. 

Members of girls and boys 
cross country were involved 
as they raised money through 
t-shirt sales and cookies and 
drinks sold during the invite. 

"It could have been better 
organized and it would have 
been cool if more schools 
were there but it was a good 
start," said sophomore Kelsey 
Sayner. 

Coach Robert Maxson 
doesn't doubt that next year's 
invite will be an even bigger 
success. 

"[Why it matters to stu
dents] is a question that 
each student will have to ask 
themselves," said Maxson. "I 
think that West Chicago High 
School has done a terrific job 
teaching opportunities that 
people can use to give back to 

their community and make 
the world a slightly better 
place for everybody. I think 
we all know people who've 
been affected by cancer. " 

The meet also had a per
sonal meaning for senior cap
tian Annette Eichenberger. 

"I think Run For The Cure 
went reaJiy well and the oth
er teams really enjoyed our 
meet because we were really 
open to them," said senior 
Eichenberger. "My mom has 
cancer so that race meant a 
lot to me." 

The girls volleyball team 
also showed its support for 
breast cancer awareness by 
hosting a game to raise mon
ey through admittance fees, a 
50150 raffle, t-shirt sales and 
other promotional items for 
sale on Oct. 8. 

The team also held a cer
emony recognizing breast 
cancer survivors to celebrate 
those who have overcome 
the disease and hung ribbons 
around the gym with people;s 
names who died trying to 
fight it. 

"My best friend's mom had 
breast cancer so [it's nice that] 
the money went towards the 
breast cancer foundation," 
said freshman volleyball play
er Amy Bartyzel. 

In honor of Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month the Su
zanne Denee Salon and Day 
Spa in St. Charles put pink 
extensions in customers hair 
for $10 . 

"[Girls volleyball] did it 
as a program for Volley for 
the Cure to help raise money 
for breast cancer awareness," 
said junior Christin LaCour 
"The salon sent over a few la
dies and they set up little sta
tions in the hallway outside 
the locker room. We would 
pay them, they'd hand us the 
hair clip and we would go to 
someone else, they'd melt it 
in our hair and the next one 
would trim it for us." 

For junior Lucy Fuentes 
it was a team bonding ex
perience as well as a way to 
recognize those who had the 
disease. 

"I work with a woman 
who has recovered from 
breast cancer and we're re
ally close," said Fuentes. "I 
got it because my whole cross 
country team got it [to show 
our support]." 

However, students not in
volved in sport teams got in
volved in the event too. 

"All the money goes to can
cer research and my grandma 
had cancer so it was an easy 
decision," said freshman Ka
tie Yackey. 
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at a 
·· Two students adJust to life 

with a mother with cancer 
Personal strength comes 

from mother's survival 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

Last year when Julie Koeh
ring, mother of senior Kelli 
Koehring, came to Volley 
for the Cure she wore a pink 
scarf over where her hair had 
once been. 

This year Julie came to 
the game with her black hair 
grown back and knowing that 
she is one of many women 
who has overcome breast 
cancer. 

cause when you hear you 
have cancer you automati
cally ask 'am I going to die?'" 
said Julie. 

At first, she thought it was 
impossible for her to have 
breast cancer. 

"Probably every day [you 
think about dying] until they 
tell you they got all of the 
cancer out," said Julie. 

"I had always gone and 
gotten a mammogram ev
ery year for I 0 to 12 years 
now. I had one in August of 
2007, and I was diagnosed in 
March of 2008," said Julie. "I 
found out there are two kinds 
of breast cancer and the kind 
I had doesn't show up on 
mammograms." 

Kelli had known some
thing was wrong with her 
mother around the time she 
was diagnosed. When Julie 
was going to a doctor's ap
pointment, she told Kelli she 
was going furniture shopping 
with a friend. 

Photos by Jacob Wucka 
Junior Kelli Koehring and her mother Julie have a stronger bond than before her mom was 
diagnosed with cancer. 

Julie was diagnosed with 
Stage 3 breast cancer in 
March 2008, following a self
examination in which she 
discovered a lump. 

"I was in disbelief because 
no one in my family has had 
cancer. I was also fearful be-

Kelli could tell her mom 
was lying and asked where 

she was really going, joking 
that she would want to know 
if her mom was getting tested 
for breast cancer. When she 
learned of Julie's diagno
sis, she was completely sur
prised. 

"I was very shocked and 
scared," said Kelli. "I didn't 

Being terminal is no longer the 

end for one junior and his mother 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Ed~or 

Three years ago, junior 
Bobby Giese's biggest worry 
was high school and video 
games, but once his morn was 
diagnosed with lung cancer 
in April 2007, all of his other 
worries disappeared. 

"When we first found out 
she had a tumor, we were 
really hopeful that it was be
nign," said Giese. "We were 
hoping that it was pressure 
that was causing my morn's 
pain." 

Giese's mother began ex
periencing back pain in De
cember 2006. After many 
doctors ' appointments during 
five months, she requested an 
x-ray where doctors discov
ered a tumor 7 1/2 inches 
in diameter in her lung near 
her heart. A lung tumor over 
3 inches is considered to be 
large. 

"We were really hoping 
that it wasn't cancer," said 
Giese, "but she smoked a lot 

when she was younger and 
her dad had cancer. " 

Test results were in on 
April I I, 2007, and the re
sults were not what the family 
had hoped for. Stage 3 Type 
B lung cancer has a low sur
vival rate, and Giese's morn 
had six weeks to six months 

would either shrink or at 
least stop growing. After two 
months, the tumor decreased 
to roughly half its original 
size. 

"It was miraculous," said 
Giese. "We were really op
timistic about it. We were 
amazed by the results. They 

To be terminal just means that you're cfy
ing now, and youY/ eventua/fy die from the 
disease because y ou ran ou~ but you could 

stiff five for 20 years and be terminal. ) 
- Junior Bobby Giese 

to live. 
"My whole family came 

over when we found out," 
said Giese. "Everyone was 
upset and completely dumb
founded, but we were all try
ing to hold it together." 

In response to the diagno
sis, doctors gave Giese's mom 
the harshest chemotherapy 
available, hoping the tumor 

gave her a few weeks to live, 
and then the chemo actually 
worked, so it was just amaz
ing." 

The "big, bad chemo," as 
Giese describes it, became 
less effective over time, as the 
cancer cells became immune 
to it. Since then, she has been 
bouncing from treatment to 
treatment, hoping for some-

know how bad it would be." 
Following her diagnosis, 

Julie promptly began chemo
therapy; having six sessions 
every three weeks. 

"Right after I had chemo 
I felt worse but progressively 
I got better. I just felt really 
tired and nauseous," said Ju-

thing better to come along. 
"They told us that the tu

mor wasn't going to get any 
smaller than it was after the 
big, bad cherno," said Giese. 
"That's how we found out 
she was terminal." 

Finding out his mother was 
terminal was not the worst 
part of the struggle with 
cancer for Giese. He then 
discovered being terminal 
was not a death sentence. 

"We weren't happy when 

lie. 
She also began losing her 

hair quickly after her first 
chemotherapy session. 

"The anticipation of los
ing my hair was scary," said 
Julie. "I was told that by my 

See Survivor, page 11 

we found out she was termi
nal," said Giese, "but we were 
still grateful. To be terminal 

See Courage, page 11 

• Photo courtsey of Bobby Giese 
Jumor Bobby Giese helps his mother battle through termi· 
nal lung cancer on a day-to-day basis. 
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Survivor: Having a positive 
attitude through struggle 
Continued f rom page 10 . 

second chemotherapy session 
my hair would be falling out. 
One day I could grab it and 
it would just come into my 
hand. I eventually shaved my 
head." 

In August 2008, Julie re
ceived a double mastectomy, 
a surgical procedure in which 
both breasts are removed. It 
was during this procedure 
when Kelli thought she could 
lose her mom. 

"We were sitting in the 
waiting room, and the doc
tors would come out and hug 
the other families and tell 
them that the procedure went 
fme for their family member. 
But the instant her doctor 
came out and said 'Can we 
see the family in the consulta
tion room?' I really had a bad 
thought," said Kelli. 

However, the surgery went 
flne and Julie was officially 
cleared of breast cancer. She 
was then approved for ra-

diation therapy, which began 
mid-September and lasted ev
ery day for a month. 

Through this time, things 
got hard but Julie kept up 
with household chores as she 
normally would have. 

"Having a positive attitude 
is important," said Julie. "Sit
ting around and feeling sorry 
for yourself will only hurt 
you and your family. " 

After the radiation therapy, 
she underwent reconstructive 
cosmetic surgeries with her 
first in November, and her 
most recent surgery in June. 

Now that she is in remis
sion Julie goes about her 
life as though she never had 
cancer. However the fear that 
the disease could return will 
always stay with her. 

"That I could get breast 
cancer again is always in the 
back of my mind, but I just 
go on with my life, I try to be 
a good mom, take care of my 
kids, and go on as though it's 
normal ," said Julie. 

Courage: family put to 
the ultimate test of love 

Continued from page 10 

just means that you're dying 
now, and you'll eventually 
die from the disease because 
you ran out, but you could 
still live for 20 years and be 
terminal." 

One point Giese empha
sized was that his mother 
does not want anyone's pity, 
and his house does not run 
all that differently than it 
use to because of his moth
er's cancer. 

"She does not want to be 
pitied," said Giese. "I'm not 
going to personally avoid 
arguments with her because 
of the cancer because I don't 
want to act that way out of 
pity, but some of my not
immediate family members 
may pity her because they 
don't always fully under
stand everything. She does 
not want to be looked at as 
someone with cancer; she 
wants to be looked at as 
Debbie Giese." 

Beyond family, Giese's 
mother has a support sys
tem to keep her strong. 

"Her friends come over all 
the time," said Giese. "They 
get off work to take her out 
to lunch and celebrate their 
birthdays together. Some
times we are able to take her 
friends on our vacations so 
my mom is able to hang out 
with them and have some 
fun." 

Throughout two and a 
half years, marked exactly 
Oct. 11 , Giese has learned 

. lessons he will carry for the 
rest of his life. 

"You hear all these sto
ries of cancer," said Giese," 
and you never think it'll 
happen to you. You truly 
fmd out how much that per
son means to you and how 
much you care about them. 
You want to help them so 
much, but you know there is 
really nothing you can do." 

Presently, Giese's mother 
is back on the "big, bad 
chemo" treatment because 
her back pain increased and 
the tumor increased to its 
original size. She gets three 
different chemotherapy 
treatments in one day, and 
then repeats this process 
once a month. 

"We sit through her six
hour chemotherapy seces
sions with her," said Giese. 
"And, as a family, just try to 
spend time together because 
we really don't know how 
much time we have left." 

Giese's worries now only 
include his mother, and 
whether today is a good or 
bad day. 

"I look at life completely 
differently," said Giese. "I 
understand how fragile and 
important it is. Even though 
she's still here, I see how 
different my life would be 
without her." 

Photos by Jacob Wucka 

~t Volley for the Cure on Oct. 8, (top left) junior Reid Howington cheers on the team as (top 
nght) freshman Sarah Pearson gives survivor Pam Stotz a ceremonial flower, and (bottom) 
senior Alex Schreiber-Deam, right, and mother celebrate overcoming breast cancer together. 

Joining the fight 
• as a communtty 

By Yasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

With October being Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, 
two sport teams and a local 
hair salon have showed their 
support by hosting events to 
commemorate those who 
have or did have the disease. 

Girls cross country hosted 
the Run For The Cure invita
tional in order to raise money 
for cancer. Proceeds went to 
the Ronald McDonald's can
cer organization. 

Members of girls and boys 
cross country were involved 
as they raised money through 
t-shirt sales and cookies and 
drinks sold during the invite. 

"It could have been better 
organized and it would have 
been cool if more schools 
were there but it was a good 
start," said sophomore Kelsey 
Sayner. 

Coach Robert Maxson 
doesn't doubt that next year's 
invite will be an even bigger 
success. 

"[Why it matters to stu
dents] is a question that 
each student will have to ask 
themselves," said Maxson. "I 
think that West Chicago High 
School has done a terrific job 
teaching opportunities that 
people can use to give back to 

their community and make 
the world a slightly better 
place for everybody. I think 
we all know people who've 
been affected by cancer. " 

The meet also had a per
sonal meaning for senior cap
tian Annette Eichenberger. 

"I think Run For The Cure 
went reaJiy well and the oth
er teams really enjoyed our 
meet because we were really 
open to them," said senior 
Eichenberger. "My mom has 
cancer so that race meant a 
lot to me." 

The girls volleyball team 
also showed its support for 
breast cancer awareness by 
hosting a game to raise mon
ey through admittance fees, a 
50150 raffle, t-shirt sales and 
other promotional items for 
sale on Oct. 8. 

The team also held a cer
emony recognizing breast 
cancer survivors to celebrate 
those who have overcome 
the disease and hung ribbons 
around the gym with people;s 
names who died trying to 
fight it. 

"My best friend's mom had 
breast cancer so [it's nice that] 
the money went towards the 
breast cancer foundation," 
said freshman volleyball play
er Amy Bartyzel. 

In honor of Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month the Su
zanne Denee Salon and Day 
Spa in St. Charles put pink 
extensions in customers hair 
for $10 . 

"[Girls volleyball] did it 
as a program for Volley for 
the Cure to help raise money 
for breast cancer awareness," 
said junior Christin LaCour 
"The salon sent over a few la
dies and they set up little sta
tions in the hallway outside 
the locker room. We would 
pay them, they'd hand us the 
hair clip and we would go to 
someone else, they'd melt it 
in our hair and the next one 
would trim it for us." 

For junior Lucy Fuentes 
it was a team bonding ex
perience as well as a way to 
recognize those who had the 
disease. 

"I work with a woman 
who has recovered from 
breast cancer and we're re
ally close," said Fuentes. "I 
got it because my whole cross 
country team got it [to show 
our support]." 

However, students not in
volved in sport teams got in
volved in the event too. 

"All the money goes to can
cer research and my grandma 
had cancer so it was an easy 
decision," said freshman Ka
tie Yackey. 
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It's time for horror movie season 
'Paranormal Activity' tqys with your st fears Everything from footsteps 

to loud thuds can be heard, 
and even creepier things can 
be seen like doors woving on 
their own, of 

scenes of creepiness, and its 
modest structure. 

By Jacob Wucka 
Editor In Chief 

Most horrors fllms nowa
days consist of blood, gore, 
and cheap thrills. 

However "Paranormal 
Activity" exploits simple 

"Paranormal" follows a simi
lar formula to that of 1999's 
successful "The Blair Witch 
Project." 

Like "Blair Witch," "Para-

fears like a dark hallway, --~-~..,-
feeling of being 
or hearing things go 

in the night, in the~r,.ii'!~~~;~::·::r fective horror film 
years. 

Built on a tiny budget of 
$15,000 but with domestic 
revenues already topping 
$33 million, the R-rated 

Should the 'Saw' se continue, 
or are five 

They're Awesome! 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

The most recent phcmom-1 
ena in the horror movie 
egory is the blood and 
genre. And no other series 
captures this better than the 
R-rated "Saw" series. 

"Saw" movies have paved 
the way for 
en movies, using ·i~~irtg 
pools of fake 
process. But 
son the "Saw" mu:_,~ 
more followers 
other gore-fest, 
because it's not 

Some audiences 
able to see past 

h? 

six films in, this fran
chise has become one of the 

off legs and and "VI" 
bodies, yet there is a "'!Su•u>• has been one 
beneath the nail bombs and of Jigsaw's apprentices. 
lethal viruses. Honestly, this guy has more 

Even though the "Saw" apprentices than Donald 
movies contain extensive Trump and it's annoying that 
amounts of fake blood and the direction of the franchise 
body parts, audience mem- is now following a completely 
bers should be able to over- new killer. 
look that because of the Next Halloween, expect 
utterly amazing plot, leav- to see "Saw VII," because it 
ing audiences completely was announced last year with 
stunned. Each movie builds "Saw V" that the franchise 
on the last in a way never will continue way on into 
seen coming by the audi- 2010. 
ence and in a way that is However, unlike previous 
absolute genius. "Saw" fllms, "Vll" is sup-

Genius plot twists and posed to be in 3D. It seems 
turns keep audiences on the like the producers of these 
edge of their seats the entire movies are willing to do 
90 minutes. For the last 10 whatever it takes to still milk 
minutes, jaws drop and typi- whatever money is left in this 
cally this audience member franchise. 
gets frustrated with the lack Although horror movies 
of answers you're waiting do not always have the most 
for the entire movie. original plots, audiences want 

Needless to say, the sixth to see something different. 
"Saw" was needed to set People have had enough with 
the bar even higher for gore the same old torture ftlms, 
movies that are way more and are ready to move onto 

was 8 years 
happen

"'"'"."""".._."' in their 
a figure 

speeds up as 
.--··--·· grips the person 

'-='T.'<r"h< to them tightly, even if 
are strangers. 

When something does hap
pen, the entire auditorium 
erupts in collective screeches, 
gasps, and eager anticipation 
for what's next. 

What made this film 
more genuinely scary was 
the fact that it wasn't just 
a ghost popping out for a 
quick shock. 

"Paranormal" shows that 
the idea of a demon skulk
ing and waiting beside their 
bed is much scarier. 

This movie is not for the 
easily spooked, although 
they add to the atmosphere 
and make the film more 
entertaining. Nor is. this 
movie for those that think 
this is true archival footage 
(spoiler alert: it's not). 

presence grows 
circumstances ~i>mes vio

These interactions and 
outbursts from the audience 
make "Paranormal" one of 
the greatest movie-watching 
experiences to have in the
aters. 

"Paranormal Activity" 
is mainly for horror movie 
fans that are sick of remakes 
and bloodbaths. 

After seeing this movie 
you will not be able to lie 
in bed without glancipg at 
the bedroom door every 
now and then, wondering if 
there's something watching 
you in that dark hallway. 

lent. 
The best 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

Everything about this film 
was effective: its original ap
proach, its perfectly executed 
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With the nse of the Interne0 so has come the start of social networking) 
and blogging. Join the Chronicle as we look at the progress made in how 

we communicate and how we get our news. 
.Leavl·ng the nest· T~ehistoryof socialnetwo!king 

. • sltes from MySpace to TWltter 

ByYasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

With social networking 
more popular than ever, 
MySpace, Facebook and 
Twitter are competing for 
the number one spot. 

into safety issues involving 
an increasing number of pe
dophiles and sexual preda
tors, provocative images and 
reconstruction of so
cial security numbers 
from users' profile 
information. 

But since Face
book came into 
the picture in 2004, 
founded by Harvard stu-

are groups that users ca·n cre
ate and join according to their 
interests, gifts and flairs they 
can receive and send out to 
friends and applications such 

as Scrabble and Graffiti. 
"We can talk to people 
[on their walls] and on 

MySpace you can't 
do that," said 
freshman Key-

u r i Parmar. 

Jack . Dorsey for social net
working, is the most up-and
coming social site to rise in 
popularity. Most of its users 
are older adults with II per
cent being teens. 

"I have a Twitter 
account but I 
don't use 
it because 
it's really 
stupid," 

MySpace started in 2004 
by co-founders Chris De
Wolf and Tom Anderson, 
the original purpose was to 
create a new social network 
combined with personal self
expression enabled by other 
sites like blogs and webpag
es. 

dent Mark . s '""' .. MySp. -"b• _A>a, ebo.. __.cySpa.. 
Z k ~·s j;"'Y pa......_ 1 · cteebc __........q::,]'t!Ce Faccboo~ySpa~,.._....gCebook! -.-)'Space Facebookj 

U C e f- :a~~ M acebook. MySpace Facebookl MySpacc Facebook! MySpace Facebookl MySpace 1 

berg and ac~ F~~~:r:::s~~ ~::~r=.~booP•~ ~boopack•,FMacesbook! FMySpace Facebook! 
. >ok' M s F boo 1 J.... e · Y pace acebook! MySpac 

created With rae~ F~e:O~~~ ::e k . MySpacc ,Facebookf MySpace Faccbook! MySpacc Facebor ' 
• b · ySpace Facebook. MySpace Faccbook! MySpace Pacebook' M S• the purpose k! MySpace Faccbookl MySpacc Faccbookl MySpace Facebookf MySpace F Y. 

Features such as comment
ing on others' personalized 
profile pages, updating one's 
status and the newly added 
instant messaging kept the 
site the number one used 
social networking site in the 
US. 

. c~c Faccbook! MySpacc Faccbookl MySpace Faccbook! MySpacc Facc:boo;?l ac · d 
Of haVlng a I MySpaceraccbook! MySpaceFacebooJc! MySpac::cFacebook! MySpaceF Sal 

. J k ac::ebook. MySpace Fac::ebook! MySpac::e Fac::ebook' MySpac::e Fac::ebook• · · 
SOCla networ · SpaceFac::ebook! MySpaceFacebook! MySpaceFacebook! MySpac J~fl.lOr 
J'ust for college book~ MySpace Facebookr MySpace Fac::ebookl MySpace Fac?' Knstlna 

e acebook! MySpace Faceboolc:! MySpace Faceboo.k! MyS 
students it has 'l\1:ySpace Fac::eboolc:l MySpace Faeebookl MySpace Fac Terry. "It's 

' "1Cbookf MySpace Facebookl MySpace Facebookf w . 
passed internationally - -. ~c· Facebookf M,Spa<- hke a copycat 
as far as users with 117 mil- · k' M"" r ~· of Facebook but a 

But in 2008 MySpace ran 

lion members. 
The features that make 

Facebook popular and unique 

They may not always be true but... 

Bloggers, the next 
generation of news 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Print journalism is being replaced by bloggers that now 
define what journalism is becoming. 

Traditional printed newspapers, like the Daily Herald, 
are slowly .declining, moving towards online news for their 
readership. 

Since cell phones like the Blackberry and iPhone have 
Internet access, it only takes minutes to type in a website 
and check news updates and stories. 

In March 2008 a !50-year-old newspaper, the Rocky 
Mountain News, folded. It's only a matter of time before 
all print ends. 

Time Inc., one of the biggest magazine companies, cut 
600 jobs, and Gannett, the largest publishing company, re
cently slashed 3,000 jobs. These companies have sought 
refuge in the Internet. 

However, bloggers like Arianna Huffmgton have job se
curityhuffingtonpost.com claims to be "the Internet news
paper." But content featured on the site is not necessarily 
news; it consists of opinionated stories. 

Main news networks like ABC, NBC, and FOX now 
have online blogs so people are able to join the circle and 
discuss opinions without leaving their computers. This is 
growing more popular as different people become con
nected within the same story. This allows people to feel 
like they are part of making and reporting the news. Also, 
TMZ and Perez Hilton's entertainment reporting is boom
ing. 

These gossip websites make fun of the latest star couples 
or the week's worst outfits, and talk about what a star has 
done that can be made fun of. 

Websites like these are popular because,for some, gossip 
is a source of entertainment. It may not be true, but it still 
sells. 

These bloggers and Internet news sources are forcing 
print newspapers and magazines into extinction . 

"You 
can also take tests." 

Twitter, created in 2006 by 

worse version of it. " 
A reasonable explanation 

to why Twitter's popularity 

can be summed up by indus
try analyst Jeremiah Owy
ang. 

"Most of Twitters usage 
comes from older adults who 
might not use other sites be
fore Twitter. 

Adults are just catch
ing up to what teens have 

been doing for years," said 
Owyang at www.mashable. 

com. 
While the number of teen 

members may be small, a 
number that continues to in
crease is the number of celeb
rity membership. Celebs such 
as Britney Spears to Shaquille 
O'Neal have a Twitter pro
file. 

The feature that is most 
popular with Twitter is the 
updating of messages known 
as "tweets" of no more than 
140 characters which users 
can read and send. 
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It's time for horror movie season 
'Paranormal Activity' tqys with your st fears Everything from footsteps 

to loud thuds can be heard, 
and even creepier things can 
be seen like doors woving on 
their own, of 

scenes of creepiness, and its 
modest structure. 

By Jacob Wucka 
Editor In Chief 

Most horrors fllms nowa
days consist of blood, gore, 
and cheap thrills. 

However "Paranormal 
Activity" exploits simple 

"Paranormal" follows a simi
lar formula to that of 1999's 
successful "The Blair Witch 
Project." 

Like "Blair Witch," "Para-

fears like a dark hallway, --~-~..,-
feeling of being 
or hearing things go 

in the night, in the~r,.ii'!~~~;~::·::r fective horror film 
years. 

Built on a tiny budget of 
$15,000 but with domestic 
revenues already topping 
$33 million, the R-rated 

Should the 'Saw' se continue, 
or are five 

They're Awesome! 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

The most recent phcmom-1 
ena in the horror movie 
egory is the blood and 
genre. And no other series 
captures this better than the 
R-rated "Saw" series. 

"Saw" movies have paved 
the way for 
en movies, using ·i~~irtg 
pools of fake 
process. But 
son the "Saw" mu:_,~ 
more followers 
other gore-fest, 
because it's not 

Some audiences 
able to see past 

h? 

six films in, this fran
chise has become one of the 

off legs and and "VI" 
bodies, yet there is a "'!Su•u>• has been one 
beneath the nail bombs and of Jigsaw's apprentices. 
lethal viruses. Honestly, this guy has more 

Even though the "Saw" apprentices than Donald 
movies contain extensive Trump and it's annoying that 
amounts of fake blood and the direction of the franchise 
body parts, audience mem- is now following a completely 
bers should be able to over- new killer. 
look that because of the Next Halloween, expect 
utterly amazing plot, leav- to see "Saw VII," because it 
ing audiences completely was announced last year with 
stunned. Each movie builds "Saw V" that the franchise 
on the last in a way never will continue way on into 
seen coming by the audi- 2010. 
ence and in a way that is However, unlike previous 
absolute genius. "Saw" fllms, "Vll" is sup-

Genius plot twists and posed to be in 3D. It seems 
turns keep audiences on the like the producers of these 
edge of their seats the entire movies are willing to do 
90 minutes. For the last 10 whatever it takes to still milk 
minutes, jaws drop and typi- whatever money is left in this 
cally this audience member franchise. 
gets frustrated with the lack Although horror movies 
of answers you're waiting do not always have the most 
for the entire movie. original plots, audiences want 

Needless to say, the sixth to see something different. 
"Saw" was needed to set People have had enough with 
the bar even higher for gore the same old torture ftlms, 
movies that are way more and are ready to move onto 

was 8 years 
happen

"'"'"."""".._."' in their 
a figure 

speeds up as 
.--··--·· grips the person 

'-='T.'<r"h< to them tightly, even if 
are strangers. 

When something does hap
pen, the entire auditorium 
erupts in collective screeches, 
gasps, and eager anticipation 
for what's next. 

What made this film 
more genuinely scary was 
the fact that it wasn't just 
a ghost popping out for a 
quick shock. 

"Paranormal" shows that 
the idea of a demon skulk
ing and waiting beside their 
bed is much scarier. 

This movie is not for the 
easily spooked, although 
they add to the atmosphere 
and make the film more 
entertaining. Nor is. this 
movie for those that think 
this is true archival footage 
(spoiler alert: it's not). 

presence grows 
circumstances ~i>mes vio

These interactions and 
outbursts from the audience 
make "Paranormal" one of 
the greatest movie-watching 
experiences to have in the
aters. 

"Paranormal Activity" 
is mainly for horror movie 
fans that are sick of remakes 
and bloodbaths. 

After seeing this movie 
you will not be able to lie 
in bed without glancipg at 
the bedroom door every 
now and then, wondering if 
there's something watching 
you in that dark hallway. 

lent. 
The best 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

Everything about this film 
was effective: its original ap
proach, its perfectly executed 

Pizza Now 
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West Chicago 
630-876-0210 

1010 S. Bai'I'ingtou 
Stl'eamwood 

630-372-2445 

$5.00 Large Pizza!!! 
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Add an extn• tOJ1J1ing for $1.39 
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~ Wildcats! 1 Go 

The owners of Pizza Now have been Wi Ide at 
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the Playoff Team of '02. Stop in to hear his stories! 
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With the nse of the Interne0 so has come the start of social networking) 
and blogging. Join the Chronicle as we look at the progress made in how 

we communicate and how we get our news. 
.Leavl·ng the nest· T~ehistoryof socialnetwo!king 

. • sltes from MySpace to TWltter 

ByYasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

With social networking 
more popular than ever, 
MySpace, Facebook and 
Twitter are competing for 
the number one spot. 

into safety issues involving 
an increasing number of pe
dophiles and sexual preda
tors, provocative images and 
reconstruction of so
cial security numbers 
from users' profile 
information. 

But since Face
book came into 
the picture in 2004, 
founded by Harvard stu-

are groups that users ca·n cre
ate and join according to their 
interests, gifts and flairs they 
can receive and send out to 
friends and applications such 

as Scrabble and Graffiti. 
"We can talk to people 
[on their walls] and on 

MySpace you can't 
do that," said 
freshman Key-

u r i Parmar. 

Jack . Dorsey for social net
working, is the most up-and
coming social site to rise in 
popularity. Most of its users 
are older adults with II per
cent being teens. 

"I have a Twitter 
account but I 
don't use 
it because 
it's really 
stupid," 

MySpace started in 2004 
by co-founders Chris De
Wolf and Tom Anderson, 
the original purpose was to 
create a new social network 
combined with personal self
expression enabled by other 
sites like blogs and webpag
es. 

dent Mark . s '""' .. MySp. -"b• _A>a, ebo.. __.cySpa.. 
Z k ~·s j;"'Y pa......_ 1 · cteebc __........q::,]'t!Ce Faccboo~ySpa~,.._....gCebook! -.-)'Space Facebookj 

U C e f- :a~~ M acebook. MySpace Facebookl MySpacc Facebook! MySpace Facebookl MySpace 1 

berg and ac~ F~~~:r:::s~~ ~::~r=.~booP•~ ~boopack•,FMacesbook! FMySpace Facebook! 
. >ok' M s F boo 1 J.... e · Y pace acebook! MySpac 

created With rae~ F~e:O~~~ ::e k . MySpacc ,Facebookf MySpace Faccbook! MySpacc Facebor ' 
• b · ySpace Facebook. MySpace Faccbook! MySpace Pacebook' M S• the purpose k! MySpace Faccbookl MySpacc Faccbookl MySpace Facebookf MySpace F Y. 

Features such as comment
ing on others' personalized 
profile pages, updating one's 
status and the newly added 
instant messaging kept the 
site the number one used 
social networking site in the 
US. 

. c~c Faccbook! MySpacc Faccbookl MySpace Faccbook! MySpacc Facc:boo;?l ac · d 
Of haVlng a I MySpaceraccbook! MySpaceFacebooJc! MySpac::cFacebook! MySpaceF Sal 

. J k ac::ebook. MySpace Fac::ebook! MySpac::e Fac::ebook' MySpac::e Fac::ebook• · · 
SOCla networ · SpaceFac::ebook! MySpaceFacebook! MySpaceFacebook! MySpac J~fl.lOr 
J'ust for college book~ MySpace Facebookr MySpace Fac::ebookl MySpace Fac?' Knstlna 

e acebook! MySpace Faceboolc:! MySpace Faceboo.k! MyS 
students it has 'l\1:ySpace Fac::eboolc:l MySpace Faeebookl MySpace Fac Terry. "It's 

' "1Cbookf MySpace Facebookl MySpace Facebookf w . 
passed internationally - -. ~c· Facebookf M,Spa<- hke a copycat 
as far as users with 117 mil- · k' M"" r ~· of Facebook but a 

But in 2008 MySpace ran 

lion members. 
The features that make 

Facebook popular and unique 

They may not always be true but... 

Bloggers, the next 
generation of news 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Print journalism is being replaced by bloggers that now 
define what journalism is becoming. 

Traditional printed newspapers, like the Daily Herald, 
are slowly .declining, moving towards online news for their 
readership. 

Since cell phones like the Blackberry and iPhone have 
Internet access, it only takes minutes to type in a website 
and check news updates and stories. 

In March 2008 a !50-year-old newspaper, the Rocky 
Mountain News, folded. It's only a matter of time before 
all print ends. 

Time Inc., one of the biggest magazine companies, cut 
600 jobs, and Gannett, the largest publishing company, re
cently slashed 3,000 jobs. These companies have sought 
refuge in the Internet. 

However, bloggers like Arianna Huffmgton have job se
curityhuffingtonpost.com claims to be "the Internet news
paper." But content featured on the site is not necessarily 
news; it consists of opinionated stories. 

Main news networks like ABC, NBC, and FOX now 
have online blogs so people are able to join the circle and 
discuss opinions without leaving their computers. This is 
growing more popular as different people become con
nected within the same story. This allows people to feel 
like they are part of making and reporting the news. Also, 
TMZ and Perez Hilton's entertainment reporting is boom
ing. 

These gossip websites make fun of the latest star couples 
or the week's worst outfits, and talk about what a star has 
done that can be made fun of. 

Websites like these are popular because,for some, gossip 
is a source of entertainment. It may not be true, but it still 
sells. 

These bloggers and Internet news sources are forcing 
print newspapers and magazines into extinction . 

"You 
can also take tests." 

Twitter, created in 2006 by 

worse version of it. " 
A reasonable explanation 

to why Twitter's popularity 

can be summed up by indus
try analyst Jeremiah Owy
ang. 

"Most of Twitters usage 
comes from older adults who 
might not use other sites be
fore Twitter. 

Adults are just catch
ing up to what teens have 

been doing for years," said 
Owyang at www.mashable. 

com. 
While the number of teen 

members may be small, a 
number that continues to in
crease is the number of celeb
rity membership. Celebs such 
as Britney Spears to Shaquille 
O'Neal have a Twitter pro
file. 

The feature that is most 
popular with Twitter is the 
updating of messages known 
as "tweets" of no more than 
140 characters which users 
can read and send. 
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Sectionals within sight Serving strong 
Cross-country making strides as meet approaches 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

it has really helped out and I 
- think we have surprised our

selves on how much we can 
Outpacing previous 

years, both girls and boys 
cross-country have the state 
meet within their graps. 

With three teams left to 
beat, the sectionals meet is 
within the girls' sights. 

"My goal is to make it to 
sectionals," said senior An
nette Eichenberger. "And I 
think we'll end up getting 
a few girls to state, hope
fully." 

Competing at the DVC 
meet on Friday at West 
Aurora, the girls came in 
seventh overall. 

. "We had some huge 
personal records in fresh
men and open races," said 
Eichenberger, "but I think 
it was a wake-up call for us 
to be prepared for region
als. We need better starts 
and we didn't warm up 
enough before the race." 

At the Race for the Cure 
home meet at Reed Kep
pler Park against Plainfield 
East on Oct. I 0, the team 
ran well in order to win. 

"Tanya and I set the pace 
for the girls," said Eichen
berger. "We won overall, so 
it was good." 

Eichenberger believes 
she has worked hard this 
year, and it has paid off 
with a 15th place ranking 
in the state. 

"Coach Maxson has 
been cracking down on our 
hard workouts this year," 
said Eichenberger. "I think 

do as a team." 
At their last meet against 

Lisle, Eichenberger placed 
fourth with a time of 20:20. 

"Kelsey and I have been 
running together throughout 
the season," said Eichen
berger, "and at that meet we 
both ran really well. I think 
she ended up getting seventh 
overall." 

Newcomer junior Kaitlyn 
Anders joined the team in or
der to train for the upcoming 
track season, yet found new 
strengths by the end of the 
season . 

"I really improved on my 
endurance," said Anders, 
"and I became better at dis
tance running in general." 

At the Lisle meet, Anders 
worked as hard as the rest of 
the teap1, and was rewarded 
with a time of 26:20, 20 sec
onds faster than her old time. 

"I was really happy with 
that personal best because 
that was a hard course," said 
Anders. "But I'm really glad 
I joined because it has been a 
great experience." 

BOYS 
With the best team since 

2003, the boys cross-country 
team is wrapping up its sea
son with thoughts of the sec
tionals meet. 

"The guys are finishing off 
very well," said head coach 
Paul McLeland. "Everything 
is coming together." 

Junior Derrik Pietrobon 
looked back on the season, 

hoping practices pay off 
with a spot for the team in 
sectionals. 

"As a whole we've all 
been doing well," said Pi
etrobon. "We've had lots 
of improvement and a lot 
of personal bests. We want 
to place in the top six at 
the DVC and the top five 
at sectionals to hopefully 
make it to state." 

At the DVC meet at West 
Aurora on Friday, the boys 
placed seventh out of eight 
teams. 

"Even though a lot of the 
team got personal bests, we 
had to overcome a lot of 
obstacles during the race," 
said sophomore Marcus 
Delatorre. 

The boys competed 
against Plainfield East at 
the Race for the Cure at 
Reed Keppler Park on Oct. 
I 0, where the results were 
described as "dominating." 

"We totally dominated 
the other team," said Pi
etrobon. "I got fourth over
all, and my time was 16:47, 
but our team did really 
well." 

At a previous meet at 
Lisle, hopes of overall suc
cess were left in the dust as 
the team seemed to come 
up short. 

"We went into that meet 
having high expectations," 
said Pietrobon. "A few guys 
placed high, but not as high 
as we expected." · 

Both teams will compete 
at the sectionals meet on 
Oct. 31. 

By Megan Tennis 
Entertainment Editor 

Hard work clearly paid off 
as the girls tennis team beat 
their opponents at sev-
eral recent match-
es. 

After a 
strong fight, 
the varsity 
team lost 
6-J to 
West 
Aurora 
on Oct. 
3, to 
Whea-
t o n 
Acad-
e m y 
on Oct. 
4 with 
a score 
of 3-2, 
and to 
Naper
ville Cen
tral on Oct. 
7 with a score 
of 6-1. However, 
at a match 

been playing for four years 
and have more experience 
than the other players. 

Urban also believes that 
team morale is better. 

"We all get along," 
said Urban. "It's 

like a family." 
Junior var
sity captain 
Kelsey 
M a Ian 
said her 
personal 
go a Is 
are to 
wm as 
many 
match
es as 
p 0 s
sible. 

"The 
team 

has to 
have fun. 

If you al
waysexpect 

people to 

on Oct. l at 
Glen bard 
North, var
sity won 5-2. 

Photo courtesy of Matt Ackerman 

Exerting her strength, 
senior Jessica Munoz 
strikes the ball back 

win, it crushes 
them when they 

don't,'' said 
Malan. 
Urban be-

lieves the team 
to be successful 
next year. "We are across the net when 

doing really facing an opponent. "We need to 
well at most 
of the meets. 
I wish we could do better in 
the DVC," said varsity coach 
Sione Moeaki. "They've re
ally improved compared to 
the first day of practice." 

Moeaki said that senior var
sity captains Madeline Urban 
and Jamie Antczak are doing 
very well because they have 

work on serv
ing and staying in game no 
matter if we're losing or win
ning," said Urban. 

Antczack agrees. 
"They need to work on 

keeping a positive attitude 
next year," said Antczak. "We 
always go in thinking that we 
are going to lose so we need 
to be more optimistic." 

A lot of hard work needed for girls to get to state 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

With a rough start to the 
season and tough competi
tion ahead, the girls swim 
team is confident in its ability 
to advance to state. 

"Due to the increased in
tensity of practice the girls 
are much more· sore and 
tired than they were last year. 
This means that the girls get 
frustrated a lot of the time 
at meets when they are not 
going as fast as they thought 
they should go," head coach 
Nick Parry said. "However, 
[the coaching staff] tries to 
remind the girls that our 
goals are for the month of 
November not the month of 
October and that they need to 
keep plugging away and good 
things will happen during our 

championship schedule." 
The team has a record of 

26-13, and countless indi
vidual first place finishes. 
On Saturday, they came in 
second place at Naperville 
Central. Senior and captain 
Caity Madsen and junior 
Kelly Dunn both had two 
first place finishes and fresh
man Yvette Kruk had one. 
The strongest swimmers in
clude Madsen, senior cap
tains Maria Sedjo and Kelly 
Loftus, Dunn, Kruk and 
freshman Maya Skorupski. 
Varsity swimmer Shawn Sta
ton agrees with Parry, and 
feels that the team is getting 
stronger. 

"We've had a bumpy sea
son, but we've gotten stronger 
physically and emotionally,'' 
said Staton. "We've gotten 
past our bump, and it's going 

to help us at the conference 
meet." 

The· swimmers believe that 
the team has improved dras
tically from last year, in part 
due to the fact that two excel
lent freshmen, Skorupski and 
Kruk, ar~ now members of 
the team. 

"We're definitely doing 
better than last year," Sedjo 
said. "We're just determined 
and worked really hard dur
ing the off-season." 

It takes a lot of work, but 
the work pays off in the end. 

"The team is improving a 
lot," Dunn said. "We're all 
tired, but we're also close 
to, if not beating, our best 
times." 

Although the girls are, of 
course, striving for perfec
tion, it's difficult to achieve, 
and they're happy just to be 

improving. 
"You always have this per

fect idea in your head, but I 
always want to go faster," 
Sedjo said. 

Overall, Parry is content 
with how the team is doing 
compared to last year. 

"For the most part we are 
much more competitive that 
we were in the past couple 
of years. Our relay times are 
around a second faster that 
they were last year, but when 
it comes to individual events 
were are at about the same 
place," Parry said. 

Dunn would like to place 
in the top six in state, and her 
goal for the team is to send as 
many swimmers as possible 
to state, and to have three re
lays compete in state. 

As Dunn said, "It's going 
to take a lot of hard work." 

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 
Junior Shawn Staton 
swims laps without using 
her legs, but by just us
ing her arms. 
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Not going down easily 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

After a tough start to the 
season, the varsity boys soc
cer team finished up strong 
with a record of 8-11-3. 

The boys won their first 
IHSA regional game against 
Plainfield South on Saturday. 
Results from their second 
game against Neuqua Valley 
on Tuesday were not avail
able as of press time. 

"We haven't been seeing 
too much success on the field; 
there have been a lot of single 
goal games, which has been 
frustrating. Since we are such 
a young team, most of the 
success came late in the sea
son," said head coach Steve 
Brugmann. 

Although many of the 

games were low-scoring, the 
boys held their own and didn't 
go down without a fight. 

"Our team started playing 
a lot better, Wheaton Warren
ville South is a tough team 
and we tied them 0-0, and 
Wheaton North was a tough 
team but we beat them 1-0," 
said senior captain Dorian 
Carrasco. 

Still, specific obstacles are 
what kept the team from 
dominating the DVC. 

"The hardest challenges 
we've had to overcome this 
season was overcoming inju
ries and scoring the goals," 
said junior Cesar Gonzalez. 

Although they are a young 
team, by the end of the sea
son the boys managed to get 
past that factor. 

"Our passing has been a 

lot better, the frrst few games 
we played were sloppy, but 
now we know where the ball 
is going without saying a 
word. Our team morale has 
improved as well, if some
one does something wrong 
we pick each other up," said 
Carrasco. 
. Along with improving as a 
team, players grew individu
ally over the season. 

"This season I've really 
learned to not get down if 
I'!ll not stiuting and to give 
I 00 percent every time I step 
onto the field," said junior 
Denis Mahmic. 

Despite the record, the 
boys varsity soccer team has 
proved that they could over
come any obstacle, whether 
it's age or injuries, and still 
enjoy the game of soccer. 

15 

Photo by Sarah Berger 
Sophomore Richard Paret practicing skills at practice 
before their regional game on Saturday. 

"In terms of teams I've had 
over the years, this team has 
good kids who really want to 

learn the game, and it was a 
pleasure to coach them," said 
Brugmann. 

Struggles at DVC 
·void regional bids 

By Kristina Manibo . GIRLS 
Reporter Grrls golf played at the 

DVC championship Oct. J. 
Although they were last in 
DVC, they played to their 
best ability. 

Since the beginning of the 
season, boys and girls golf 
worked hard to end up where 
they are now. 

Boys golf took fourth place 
at DVC but did not make it to 
regionals. 

"This season the year was 
great up until regionals," said 
coach Eric Lasky. "We met 
all our goals in conference, 
just not in regionals. They 
just go out and do their best, 
so I didn't really have to moti
vate them," said Lasky. 

Lasky felt the best perform
ers were senior captain Blair 
Skarin and junior Robby 
Windisch. Skarin's lowest 
score was a 37, and Win
disch's was a 35. 

"I wish we had better suc
cess in the regionals, but con
ference was a good accom
plishment for the team. It was 
the best finish in I 0 years," 
said Lasky. 

"We've become a lot more 
consistent in scoring," said 
junior captain Karlie Becker. 

Since last season, several 
girls had the lowest numbers 
they have ever had, including 
Becker and sophomore Aub
rie Sole. 

"For the most part, I was 
proud of their effort," said 
coach Michael Cain. "As 
long as I saw effort, I couldn't 
be unhappy." 

At regionals the girls beat 
two schools which included 
Glenbard North, bumping 
them up to lOth place. They 
weren't far behind Glenbard 
East. 

"All of the schools were 
really competitive with us 
but mostly it was '?J'heaton 
Warrenville South,'' said 
Becker. 

Photo courtesy of Eric Lasky 
Junior Robby Windisch practices, hoping to get an
other low score of 35. 
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Sectionals within sight Serving strong 
Cross-country making strides as meet approaches 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

it has really helped out and I 
- think we have surprised our

selves on how much we can 
Outpacing previous 

years, both girls and boys 
cross-country have the state 
meet within their graps. 

With three teams left to 
beat, the sectionals meet is 
within the girls' sights. 

"My goal is to make it to 
sectionals," said senior An
nette Eichenberger. "And I 
think we'll end up getting 
a few girls to state, hope
fully." 

Competing at the DVC 
meet on Friday at West 
Aurora, the girls came in 
seventh overall. 

. "We had some huge 
personal records in fresh
men and open races," said 
Eichenberger, "but I think 
it was a wake-up call for us 
to be prepared for region
als. We need better starts 
and we didn't warm up 
enough before the race." 

At the Race for the Cure 
home meet at Reed Kep
pler Park against Plainfield 
East on Oct. I 0, the team 
ran well in order to win. 

"Tanya and I set the pace 
for the girls," said Eichen
berger. "We won overall, so 
it was good." 

Eichenberger believes 
she has worked hard this 
year, and it has paid off 
with a 15th place ranking 
in the state. 

"Coach Maxson has 
been cracking down on our 
hard workouts this year," 
said Eichenberger. "I think 

do as a team." 
At their last meet against 

Lisle, Eichenberger placed 
fourth with a time of 20:20. 

"Kelsey and I have been 
running together throughout 
the season," said Eichen
berger, "and at that meet we 
both ran really well. I think 
she ended up getting seventh 
overall." 

Newcomer junior Kaitlyn 
Anders joined the team in or
der to train for the upcoming 
track season, yet found new 
strengths by the end of the 
season . 

"I really improved on my 
endurance," said Anders, 
"and I became better at dis
tance running in general." 

At the Lisle meet, Anders 
worked as hard as the rest of 
the teap1, and was rewarded 
with a time of 26:20, 20 sec
onds faster than her old time. 

"I was really happy with 
that personal best because 
that was a hard course," said 
Anders. "But I'm really glad 
I joined because it has been a 
great experience." 

BOYS 
With the best team since 

2003, the boys cross-country 
team is wrapping up its sea
son with thoughts of the sec
tionals meet. 

"The guys are finishing off 
very well," said head coach 
Paul McLeland. "Everything 
is coming together." 

Junior Derrik Pietrobon 
looked back on the season, 

hoping practices pay off 
with a spot for the team in 
sectionals. 

"As a whole we've all 
been doing well," said Pi
etrobon. "We've had lots 
of improvement and a lot 
of personal bests. We want 
to place in the top six at 
the DVC and the top five 
at sectionals to hopefully 
make it to state." 

At the DVC meet at West 
Aurora on Friday, the boys 
placed seventh out of eight 
teams. 

"Even though a lot of the 
team got personal bests, we 
had to overcome a lot of 
obstacles during the race," 
said sophomore Marcus 
Delatorre. 

The boys competed 
against Plainfield East at 
the Race for the Cure at 
Reed Keppler Park on Oct. 
I 0, where the results were 
described as "dominating." 

"We totally dominated 
the other team," said Pi
etrobon. "I got fourth over
all, and my time was 16:47, 
but our team did really 
well." 

At a previous meet at 
Lisle, hopes of overall suc
cess were left in the dust as 
the team seemed to come 
up short. 

"We went into that meet 
having high expectations," 
said Pietrobon. "A few guys 
placed high, but not as high 
as we expected." · 

Both teams will compete 
at the sectionals meet on 
Oct. 31. 

By Megan Tennis 
Entertainment Editor 

Hard work clearly paid off 
as the girls tennis team beat 
their opponents at sev-
eral recent match-
es. 

After a 
strong fight, 
the varsity 
team lost 
6-J to 
West 
Aurora 
on Oct. 
3, to 
Whea-
t o n 
Acad-
e m y 
on Oct. 
4 with 
a score 
of 3-2, 
and to 
Naper
ville Cen
tral on Oct. 
7 with a score 
of 6-1. However, 
at a match 

been playing for four years 
and have more experience 
than the other players. 

Urban also believes that 
team morale is better. 

"We all get along," 
said Urban. "It's 

like a family." 
Junior var
sity captain 
Kelsey 
M a Ian 
said her 
personal 
go a Is 
are to 
wm as 
many 
match
es as 
p 0 s
sible. 

"The 
team 

has to 
have fun. 

If you al
waysexpect 

people to 

on Oct. l at 
Glen bard 
North, var
sity won 5-2. 

Photo courtesy of Matt Ackerman 

Exerting her strength, 
senior Jessica Munoz 
strikes the ball back 

win, it crushes 
them when they 

don't,'' said 
Malan. 
Urban be-

lieves the team 
to be successful 
next year. "We are across the net when 

doing really facing an opponent. "We need to 
well at most 
of the meets. 
I wish we could do better in 
the DVC," said varsity coach 
Sione Moeaki. "They've re
ally improved compared to 
the first day of practice." 

Moeaki said that senior var
sity captains Madeline Urban 
and Jamie Antczak are doing 
very well because they have 

work on serv
ing and staying in game no 
matter if we're losing or win
ning," said Urban. 

Antczack agrees. 
"They need to work on 

keeping a positive attitude 
next year," said Antczak. "We 
always go in thinking that we 
are going to lose so we need 
to be more optimistic." 

A lot of hard work needed for girls to get to state 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

With a rough start to the 
season and tough competi
tion ahead, the girls swim 
team is confident in its ability 
to advance to state. 

"Due to the increased in
tensity of practice the girls 
are much more· sore and 
tired than they were last year. 
This means that the girls get 
frustrated a lot of the time 
at meets when they are not 
going as fast as they thought 
they should go," head coach 
Nick Parry said. "However, 
[the coaching staff] tries to 
remind the girls that our 
goals are for the month of 
November not the month of 
October and that they need to 
keep plugging away and good 
things will happen during our 

championship schedule." 
The team has a record of 

26-13, and countless indi
vidual first place finishes. 
On Saturday, they came in 
second place at Naperville 
Central. Senior and captain 
Caity Madsen and junior 
Kelly Dunn both had two 
first place finishes and fresh
man Yvette Kruk had one. 
The strongest swimmers in
clude Madsen, senior cap
tains Maria Sedjo and Kelly 
Loftus, Dunn, Kruk and 
freshman Maya Skorupski. 
Varsity swimmer Shawn Sta
ton agrees with Parry, and 
feels that the team is getting 
stronger. 

"We've had a bumpy sea
son, but we've gotten stronger 
physically and emotionally,'' 
said Staton. "We've gotten 
past our bump, and it's going 

to help us at the conference 
meet." 

The· swimmers believe that 
the team has improved dras
tically from last year, in part 
due to the fact that two excel
lent freshmen, Skorupski and 
Kruk, ar~ now members of 
the team. 

"We're definitely doing 
better than last year," Sedjo 
said. "We're just determined 
and worked really hard dur
ing the off-season." 

It takes a lot of work, but 
the work pays off in the end. 

"The team is improving a 
lot," Dunn said. "We're all 
tired, but we're also close 
to, if not beating, our best 
times." 

Although the girls are, of 
course, striving for perfec
tion, it's difficult to achieve, 
and they're happy just to be 

improving. 
"You always have this per

fect idea in your head, but I 
always want to go faster," 
Sedjo said. 

Overall, Parry is content 
with how the team is doing 
compared to last year. 

"For the most part we are 
much more competitive that 
we were in the past couple 
of years. Our relay times are 
around a second faster that 
they were last year, but when 
it comes to individual events 
were are at about the same 
place," Parry said. 

Dunn would like to place 
in the top six in state, and her 
goal for the team is to send as 
many swimmers as possible 
to state, and to have three re
lays compete in state. 

As Dunn said, "It's going 
to take a lot of hard work." 

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 
Junior Shawn Staton 
swims laps without using 
her legs, but by just us
ing her arms. 
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Not going down easily 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

After a tough start to the 
season, the varsity boys soc
cer team finished up strong 
with a record of 8-11-3. 

The boys won their first 
IHSA regional game against 
Plainfield South on Saturday. 
Results from their second 
game against Neuqua Valley 
on Tuesday were not avail
able as of press time. 

"We haven't been seeing 
too much success on the field; 
there have been a lot of single 
goal games, which has been 
frustrating. Since we are such 
a young team, most of the 
success came late in the sea
son," said head coach Steve 
Brugmann. 

Although many of the 

games were low-scoring, the 
boys held their own and didn't 
go down without a fight. 

"Our team started playing 
a lot better, Wheaton Warren
ville South is a tough team 
and we tied them 0-0, and 
Wheaton North was a tough 
team but we beat them 1-0," 
said senior captain Dorian 
Carrasco. 

Still, specific obstacles are 
what kept the team from 
dominating the DVC. 

"The hardest challenges 
we've had to overcome this 
season was overcoming inju
ries and scoring the goals," 
said junior Cesar Gonzalez. 

Although they are a young 
team, by the end of the sea
son the boys managed to get 
past that factor. 

"Our passing has been a 

lot better, the frrst few games 
we played were sloppy, but 
now we know where the ball 
is going without saying a 
word. Our team morale has 
improved as well, if some
one does something wrong 
we pick each other up," said 
Carrasco. 
. Along with improving as a 
team, players grew individu
ally over the season. 

"This season I've really 
learned to not get down if 
I'!ll not stiuting and to give 
I 00 percent every time I step 
onto the field," said junior 
Denis Mahmic. 

Despite the record, the 
boys varsity soccer team has 
proved that they could over
come any obstacle, whether 
it's age or injuries, and still 
enjoy the game of soccer. 
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Photo by Sarah Berger 
Sophomore Richard Paret practicing skills at practice 
before their regional game on Saturday. 

"In terms of teams I've had 
over the years, this team has 
good kids who really want to 

learn the game, and it was a 
pleasure to coach them," said 
Brugmann. 

Struggles at DVC 
·void regional bids 

By Kristina Manibo . GIRLS 
Reporter Grrls golf played at the 

DVC championship Oct. J. 
Although they were last in 
DVC, they played to their 
best ability. 

Since the beginning of the 
season, boys and girls golf 
worked hard to end up where 
they are now. 

Boys golf took fourth place 
at DVC but did not make it to 
regionals. 

"This season the year was 
great up until regionals," said 
coach Eric Lasky. "We met 
all our goals in conference, 
just not in regionals. They 
just go out and do their best, 
so I didn't really have to moti
vate them," said Lasky. 

Lasky felt the best perform
ers were senior captain Blair 
Skarin and junior Robby 
Windisch. Skarin's lowest 
score was a 37, and Win
disch's was a 35. 

"I wish we had better suc
cess in the regionals, but con
ference was a good accom
plishment for the team. It was 
the best finish in I 0 years," 
said Lasky. 

"We've become a lot more 
consistent in scoring," said 
junior captain Karlie Becker. 

Since last season, several 
girls had the lowest numbers 
they have ever had, including 
Becker and sophomore Aub
rie Sole. 

"For the most part, I was 
proud of their effort," said 
coach Michael Cain. "As 
long as I saw effort, I couldn't 
be unhappy." 

At regionals the girls beat 
two schools which included 
Glenbard North, bumping 
them up to lOth place. They 
weren't far behind Glenbard 
East. 

"All of the schools were 
really competitive with us 
but mostly it was '?J'heaton 
Warrenville South,'' said 
Becker. 

Photo courtesy of Eric Lasky 
Junior Robby Windisch practices, hoping to get an
other low score of 35. 
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Looking at 2020 
W 0' not hosting the 2016 
O!Jmpics is best for Chicago 

Like I do on most days, I woke up and proceeded to 
not care about tlie Olympics. 

But sometliing was different about tlie morning of 
Oct. 2 when Chicago's 2016 Olympic bid was denied 
after the first round of voting. 

Sometliing about tliat denial I felt was completely in
sulting to the city as a whole. 

Of course tliere were people tliat strictly did not want 
the Olympics, tlien tliere were tliose tliat fervently fought 
for the games, and tlien tliere was tlie silent majority 
that didn't care eitlier way, but still thought it would be 
cool if Chicago got it (like me). 

As we all know Rio de Janeiro, Brazil won the Olym
pic bid and will host tlie 2016 games, following London 
in 2012. 

For all we know maybe Chicago will have a chance 
in 2020. But in my opinion, tlie city needs to work out a 
few major issues before tliey apply for tlie games again. 

First is the issue of financing tlie games. At first, Chi
cago said that the 
2016 games will ~~""""'--------.,-, 

cost no more tlian 

$5billion. 0 
But already fac-

ing a budget crisis, 
Chicago would 
not have been able 
to finance tliese 
games without a 
tax raise, which 
would not flow 
in Chicago where 
new income, prop
erty, and food tax
es were recently 
put into effect. 

The Olympics 
in Chicago were 
pushed as this big economic Jacob Wucka 
stimulus to the city. But this Editor In Chief 
was not a guarantee, it was a 
bet. 

Chicago could have eitlier had success like Los Angeles 
in 1984, where tliey made $200 million from tlieir hosting 
duties. _ 

Or Chicago could have had an economic failure like 
Athens. That city initially pledged $2.4 billion for their 
2004 Qlympic games. By the end of it all, $9 billion was 
spent. 

Chicago could not have expected to raise $5 billion only 
to fall short and ask for more. 

Also, tlie games wouldn't have created any new, useful 
facilities for Chicago right now. 

For tlie Atlanta 1996 games, tliey built facilities tliat ate 
still used by tlie Braves and tlie Falcons. 

After the Beijing games in 2008, the public now uses 
the Water Cube where swimming events were held. How
ever, the expensive Bird's Nest stadium remains vacant. 

Chicago cannot risk building a new stadium just for it 
to sit empty. 

Secondly, Chicago needs to work to rally support 
around the games. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, only 42 percent of 
Chicagoans supported the Olympic bid. This in variance 
to a government report for Brazil which found 78 percent 
of Rio de Janeiro's residents approve of tlie games. 

What will unite Chicago in an Olympic bid will be 
when both sides of tlie Olympic argument can work to
getlier on an Olympic vision. 

Opponents want tlie city to focus more on violence, and 
fixing public education, transportation, and a plethora of 
other issues. Once we solve tliese problems, everyone will 
be rooting for the Olympics. 

Honestly, I am glad Rio de Janeiro won tlie 2016 games 
because their win gives Chicago time to regroup, and 
more importantly, reprioritize itself. 
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Before games, the volleyball team gathers in reflection for the "Star-Spangled Banner." 

Volley for the score 
No longer in runningfor DVC title) 
girls set focus on regionals next week 
ByYasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

Although girls volleyball 
will no lopger be in the run
ning for tlie DVC champion
ship title, they are looking 
towards next week when they 
play Hoffman Estates in re
gionals. 

"Our team has worked so 
hard and hit levels the girls 
volleyball team has not hit in 
so many years.," said senior 
Quin Gable. 

On Tuesday, tlie team was 
beaten by Naperville Central. 
If they would have won on 
Tuesday, and on Thursday's 
game against Naperville 
North, they would have split 
tlie DVC title. 

Their most recent win was 
against Waubonsie Valley on 
Saturday. 

"Altliough we lost tlie 
first game to 25, we fought 
back and ended up winning 
in three. The team worked 
so well during this game by 
covering hits, passing during 
serve receive, and blocking. 
Overall it was a great win," 
said Gable. 

Witli all the games they've 
been playing, head coach 
Kris Hasty said that one of 
the most memorable games 
was tlie one for Volley For. 
The Cure on Oct. 8. 

"Everybody did a great 
job," said Hasty of the team's 
efforts. "We pitched in to
getlier and got everything 
looking really great. We had 
about 16 breast cancer survi
vors here." 

Along with winning the 
game against Glenbard Nortli 

Hasty also said that the team 
met its goaL 

"We filled the stands with 
pink and it was wonderful," 
Hasty said "The kids felt re
ally good about serving the 

19-10 

more successfuL 
"It's a change for West Chi

cago and it's refreshing," said 
Conard. "We basically have 
our own squad with people 
painting their faces and ev
erything." 

But co-captian Taylor Ku
tilek blamed the other teams 

Teams just weren't prepared for us to be good 
so thry would come into the game with a mental
ity that we weren't good. .. And when we put up 

a fight thry weren't reac!J for it. ' 
- Senior Taylor Kutilek 

community and doing some
tliing good for breast cancer 
research." 

Junior Kathy Fletcher also 
remembers all the positive 
support tliey received from 
fans during tlie Volley For 
The Cure game. 

"We played a good game 
and had a really good crowd 
and energy," said Fletcher. 

Hasty also said that an
other good game was the one 
against Wheaton North on 
Oct. I. 

They are confident tliat 
they can continue to have a 
strong season, especially with 
the fans' support. 

"I always say we have great 
fans and to get a team out 
on the floor that's winning 
makes it even more fun," said 
Hasty. 

Sophomore Julia Conard 
agreed tliat a winning team is 
very different for the school 
and fans are really stepping 
up this year. She said tliat be
cause of the support, tlie girls 
have been able to be much 

for underestimating them 
during the season. 

"It's definitely unexpect
ed," said Kutilek. "But teams 
just weren't prepared for us to 
be good so tliey would come 
into the game with a mental
ity that we weren't good and 
it was going to be an easy 
game. And when we put up 
a fight they weren't ready for 
it." 

Gable believes that the 
team's skill is an advantage 
over others, and sets this team 
apart from previous years. 

"Mostly everyone played 
club this past off season thus 
creating more experience of 
tlie game," said Gable. "Also 
we are used to playing with 
each other because the varsity 
team last year was made up 
of most of the varsity players 
tliis year." 

On Thursday, the girls face 
Naperville North on their se
nior night. On October 29, 
tlie team faces Hoffman Es
tates at Glenbatd North for 
tlieir first regionals game. 
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